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Testing the spirits 
Can we be good 
without God? 
My Dad 
by Karen Carlson 
How important are dads? One single Trans World Radio 
missionary shares how her dad made an unforgettable 
impact on her life. 
I serve the Lord today as a career missionary with Trans 
World Radio because of the influence of my parents on my 
life, of that I have no doubt. It is not difficult to say what 
aspects of my dad's character have influenced me most. 
Two characteristics come immediately to mind—his love 
for others and his servant's heart. He always demonstrat-
ed kindness and love toward others in his speech and 
actions. I have often seen him go out of his way to help 
someone when he really didn't have to. Because of my 
father's thoughtfulness, I have been made more aware to 
think of how others around me might be feeling. 
My dad comes from a humble background with a strong 
work ethic. He is a self-starter 
with much determination, and 
when he commits to something, 
he follows through with it. He is 
dedicated wholeheartedly to the 
ministry of Trans World Radio 
and enjoys giving of himself in 
sharing the importance of spread-
ing the gospel by missionary 
radio. Sometimes I feel that he is 
tireless in this effort. In all his 29 
years with TWR he has never lost 
his excitement and enthusiasm 
about the effectiveness of the 
ministry, and his commitment has 
influenced me greatly. 
I know I want to be in Chris-
tian ministry today because of my 
parents' love for the Lord and 
their commitment to serve him. 
"Special People" profiles a 
wide variety of Brethren in 
Christ members of all ages and 
from all walks of life. 
You are invited to submit a 
short article about some "Spe-
cial Person" you would like to 
introduce to Visitor readers. 
Articles should be typewritten, 
preferably 300-400 words, and 
must have the approval of the 
person being profiled. If your 
article is accepted for publica-
tion, we will contact you to 
secure a photo for publication 
(which will be returned). 
Mail your article to 
Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 
166, Nappanee, IN 46550. 
My dad was always eager to share with me what he was 
working on and have me be a part of it. This gave me a 
sense of belonging and let me know that even I could be 
involved in a small way in a ministry that reached others 
for Christ. To me this was exciting. 
When I would get upset or frustrated about something 
he would often tell me, "Pull yourself together." It didn't 
always sound like a sympathetic reply, although I know he 
didn't mean it unsympathetically. But today as I work with 
TWR on the island of Guam halfway around the world 
from my dad, and as I encounter difficult situations, in 
my mind I sometimes hear him reminding me of this. And 
in his advice I find strength. 
I trust my dad. He will always love and accept me no 
matter what. He has taught me the most important lesson 
in life—he has taught me about the love of Christ. "And 
now these three remain: faith, 
hope, and love. But the greatest 
of these is love" (1 Corinthians 
13:13). 
TWR representative Rev. David 
Carlson (standing, center), his wife 
Florence, and daughter Karen visited 
TWR Chinese Ministry's offices in 
Hong Kong. During the visit, Rev. 
Carlson used their studio to record two 
interviews for Gospel Tide Hour, a 
Brethren in Christ broadcast which 
sponsors half the airtime of the weekly 
Sunday night Mandarin program, 
"Gather for Worship." Two staff mem-
bers, Nelson Lim (standing) and Popo 
Cheng (seated) discussed the broad-
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by Richard Mailloux 
"Dear friends, do not believe 
every spirit, but test the spirits to 
see whether they are from God, 
because many false prophets have 
gone out into the world." 
(1 John 4:1) 
It was a terrible thing to see, the first puffs of smoke and 
flickers of flame that spread so quickly. The nightmarish 
quality was magnified by the CNN studio reporters who 
calmly discussed technical aspects offirefighting and sur-
vival with fire experts as the inferno spread. 
A middle-aged newspaperman, who has covered all 
sorts of tragedies, stared at his TV set, listened to a learned 
conversation about how heat rises and burst into tears as 
he shouted: "Jesus, there are children in there." 
And the children died. Seventeen, according to the feds. 
And that is the tragedy. Unlike Koresh and the other adults, 
the children didn 't know what was happening or why. They 
were the true prisoners and the true victims. 
Maybe it couldn't have been avoided. Koresh might 
have been determined that no matter what happened, 
everybody would die and he would be a martyr in his own 
mind. 
Maybe. But we don't know for sure, do we? Is it so 
improbable that a few people inside would eventually have 
had lucid moments and said, "David, enough is enough," 
and taken control? Unlikely? Possibly. But now we '11 never 
know. 
So wrote newspaper columnist Mike Royko in the April 
24, 1993, South Bend Tribune on the tragic ending in 
Waco, Texas, of David Koresh and approximately 85 
members of the Branch Davidian cult. 
Matt Roush, in USA Today (Apr. 20, 1993) wrote, "The 
end of cult leader David Koresh's world came in a self-
prophesied apocalypse of flame and belching smoke." The 
Waco compound combusted before our horrified eyes for 
one appalling, stomach-wrenching hour. This apparent 
mass suicide by fire took us back 15 years to Jonestown. 
These are times that try our souls. "The Spirit clearly 
says that in later times some will abandon the faith and fol-
low deceiving spirits and things taught by demons" (1 
Tim. 4:1). These days are upon us and we cannot escape 
them. We must triumph. According to "Dateline NBC" 
(Apr. 20), there are at least 600 cults in the U.S. with 
groups like Koresh's Branch Davidians growing daily. 
What is a cult? 
The term "cult" is not as easy to define as you might 
think. The word itself comes from a word that means "to 
turn" or "to turn away from" or "twist." From a tradition-
al Christian world view, a cult is a group of people gath-
ered about a specific person (or a person's interpretation of 
the Bible) that has departed from Christianity as taught by 
Jesus and the Apostles, defended by the Church fathers, 
expressed in statements such as the Apostles Creed, and 
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rediscovered by the reformers. In other words, a cult (in the 
religious arena) is a group that holds to and promotes a 
"different" gospel, a false gospel. 
Paul wrote in Galatians 1:6: "I am astonished that you 
are so quickly deserting the one who called you by the 
grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel." Paul 
goes on in verse 9 to say, "If anybody is preaching to you 
a gospel other than what you accepted, let him be eternal-
ly condemned!" Cults in this sense are out of line with the 
teaching of Christianity as taught by Jesus and the Apos-
tles. They come with a novel or "different" gospel. They 
come saying they have an inside track on the truth. They 
come saying they alone rightly understand the truth; that 
the church has "missed it" for 1900 years—until they came 
along. 
Let us briefly look at a few points of orthodox theology 
with which cults differ. ("Orthodoxy" comes from two 
Greek words meaning "true" or "correct belief." "Theolo-
gy" is "words about God." "Orthodox theology," therefore, 
means right or true or correct words about God, or right 
belief about God.) 
1. The nature of Jesus Christ. Historic orthodox- Chris-
tianity holds that Jesus Christ is God in the flesh, fully man 
and fully God at the same time—two natures in one per-
son. Christ is truly God and truly man, having two natures 
without confusion. We believe that Jesus is the eternal 
Son of God, an uncreated being. 
2. The doctrine of the Trinity. Historic Christianity 
believes in "one sovereign, true, and living God" {Manu-
al of Doctrine and Government, 1992, p. 8). This means 
one God with three distinct and equal persons: Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. 
3. Salvation. Orthodox theology holds that people are 
saved as they accept the death of Christ on the cross as 
payment for their debt of sin and come into a right stand-
ing (Rom. 5:1) with God, communion with God, by grace 
through faith in Christ Jesus. This is the "new birth" spo-
ken of in John 3. Walter Martin, author of Kingdom of the 
Cults, says, "Most, if not all, cult belief systems oppose the 
Christian church, particularly in the realm of Christology 
and soteriology" (p. 13). 
4. Acceptance of all of Scripture (the 66 canonical 
books). 
The practices of cults 
In his helpful book The Mind Benders, Jack Sparks lists 
three practices which are characteristic of heretical cults 
and which are inconsistent or contrary to biblical teaching 
and orthodox theology: (1) fixing an exact date for Christ's 
return; (2) controlling the minds of the adherents; and (3) 
domination of the group by one person who is considered 
the sole authority and interpreter of God's truth. There is 
extravagant admiration for and devotion to this person. 
Cults are basically "one-man shows." 
Jesus said in Matthew 7:15, "Watch out for false 
prophets. They come to you in sheep's clothing, but in-
wardly they are ferocious wolves." But the Lord Jesus, the 
"Great Shepherd of the Sheep," has not left the church to 
the mercy of the wolves. Christ has given us the Scripture, 
the Holy Spirit, our own natural powers of observation, and 
gifted men and women with a spirit of discernment. "But 
examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is 
good." 
Means to test the spirits 
We can apply the following seven questions to find out 
whether a teaching or experience is of God or not. These 
questions can act as a grid or filter through which a bibli-
cal teaching will pass. 
/ . How does the teaching affect our concept of God 
and our attitude toward him? The Scripture tells us that 
God is a great and awesome God, worthy of being glori-
fied, praised, and honored (Neh. 1:5; Ps. 48:1; Rev. 4:11). 
A. W. Tozer (in The Best of A. W. Tozer by Warren W. 
Wiersbe, pp. 184-5) wrote, "Any doctrine, any experience 
that serves to magnify [God] is likely to be inspired by 
him. Conversely, anything that veils his glory or makes 
him appear less wonderful is sure to be of the flesh or the 
devil." If a new teaching or "truth" or experience has made 
me love the true God more, if it has exalted and magnified 
God in my eyes and caused God to appear more wonder-
ful than before, then the teaching passes through the first 
filter. 
2. How has this teaching or experience affected my 
attitude toward the Lord Jesus Christ? Whatever place 
present religious movements may give to Jesus Christ, 
God gives him the highest place in heaven and earth (Phil. 
2:9-11; Acts 2:36, 4:12). The book of Hebrews goes to 
great lengths to show that Christ is far above all others. 
"[Christ] is the image of the invisible God . . . all things 
were created by him and for him. He is before all things, 
and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of 
the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn 
from among the dead, so that in everything he might have 
the supremacy" (Col. 1:15-18). "In Christ all the fullness 
of the Deity dwells in bodily form" (Col. 2:9). 
Tozer wrote, "[Christ] is our hope, our life, our all and 
all now and forevermore. All this being true, it is clear that 
he must stand at the center of all true doctrine, all accept-
able practice, all genuine Christian experience. Anything 
that makes him less than God has declared him to be is 
delusion pure and simple and must be neglected, no mat-
ter how delightful or how satisfying it may for the time 
seem to be" (p. 186). (See 1 John 4:1-3; Gal. 1:9.) 
One of the general tendencies of cults is to deny or dis-
credit or devalue the doctrine of the Trinity and especial-
ly the deity of Jesus Christ. Note the Jehovah's Witness 
view that Jesus is not co-equal with God and that Christ is 
a created being. 
Whatever makes Christ indispensable for salvation and 
to "order our private world," whatever gives him the cen-
tral place where he belongs, whatever makes Christ pre-
cious to us is consistent with God's desire. 
3. How does it affect my attitude toward the Word of 
God, the Scriptures? Does this new encounter, new expe-
rience or new teaching come out of the Word or did it 
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originate outside the Scripture (in the sense that it is not in 
accord with it)? Where is authority and accord for this in 
the Scripture? 
Of course, the Scriptures may not always be as clear as 
we would like and there are differences of interpretation 
among equally sincere groups of believers, but what does 
this "teaching" do to my love for and appreciation of the 
Scriptures? Tozer has said, "Anything that comes to us 
from God will deepen our love for the Word of God" (p. 
189). What is "of the Holy Spirit" is in accord with the 
Word given by the Spirit. 
4. How does it affect our self-life? A teaching or expe-
rience may be from God if it serves to humble us; make us 
dependent on God; promote a day-by-day decision to turn 
our wills, our very lives, over to the care of Christ; make 
us willing to do the hard work of dealing with our denial 
and sin. Anything that makes us feel superior or spiritual-
ly proud or elite because we have had a certain remarkable 
experience or vision should take us to our knees and we 
should repent of the whole thing. 
5. How does it affect our relationship with and attitude 
toward our brothers and sisters in Christ? If because I 
have had some remarkable spiritual encounter, or if 
because of some teaching I withdraw from fellow believ-
ers and develop a spirit of fault-finding, thinking myself to 
be superior, in some advanced state of grace, and that I 
alone am a true child of God; if my new spirituality has 
made me condescending and less loving, this is a danger-
ous state of mind. 
Any religious teaching or experience that lessens our 
love for our fellow Christians may be written off as false 
(see John 13:34-35). The Apostle John makes love for 
other believers a test of faith (1 John 4:7-8). If we love God 
we will love his children (1 John 5:1). There seems to be 
a link between true Christian growth and experience and a 
deepening love for other Christians. 
Jesus of Nazareth, who rose from 
the dead but was rejected by the reli-
gious leaders of the day, was not the 
only man who claimed to be the 
Messiah. Others made similar 
claims, and some of these received 
wide support from the priests and 
rabbis. One of the most dramatic of 
these men was Simeon Bar Kokhba, 
a popularly accepted "messiah" who 
did not rise from the dead. 
To catch up on the story of this 
pseudo-messiah, we need to go back 
to 70 A.D. Titus, who was later to 
become emperor, had just destroyed 
the Temple in Jerusalem and had 
massacred thousands of Jews and 
sold thousands more into slavery. 
Those who remained suffered under 
heavy taxation. 
On the whole, the Jews carried 
these grievances with remarkable 
patience. But when the rumor spread 
that the Romans planned to build a 
pagan temple to Jupiter on the actu-
al site where the Jewish Temple had 
stood, their long suffering was 
stretched to the breaking point. Still 
they tried to keep their peace. When 
Roman Emperor Hadrian began to 
interfere with Jewish religious rites, 
they could contain themselves no 
longer. Open rebellion broke out in 
132 A.D. 
The leader of this revolt was 
Simeon of Cozeba, a great organizer 
and a skillful warrior with a magnet-
ic personality. This man was imme-
diately renamed Simeon Bar Kokhba 
by Rabbi Akiba, the greatest Jewish 
scholar of the day and one of the 
most widely acclaimed rabbis of all 
time. The name Bar Kokhba means 
Son of a Star; and Akiba connected 
him with the prophecy of Numbers 
24:17, "There shall come a Star out 
of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out 
of Israel, and shall smite the corners 
ofMoab. . . . " 
This renowned rabbi announced 
flatly that Bar Kokhba was the long-
awaited Messiah! The majority of 
the Jews accepted this and pledged 
an almost insane loyalty. To them 
this mighty warrior did not have the 
objectionable qualities of the reject-
ed Jesus who had appeared a little 
over 100 years before. 
Jesus had taught people to turn 
the other cheek to an enemy, but Bar 
Kokhba shouted that they should 
smite the Romans. He encouraged 
the masses to revolt. 
To strengthen belief in Bar Kokh-
ba's messiahship, Akiba insisted that 
he was a direct descendant of David. 
With this support, the Jews 
flocked to Bar Kokhba, and money 
poured in from those living in other 
lands. Jews who believed in Jesus, 
however, were not deceived and 
refused to help. This refusal turned 
Bar Kokhba's anger upon them. And 
as a result he ordered the Christians 
to be sentenced to terrible punish-
ments if they didn't deny Jesus 
Christ and blaspheme him. 
Bar Kokhba's followers acquired 
weapons by a simple deception. 
They got the rights to deliver war 
materials to the Roman comman-
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6. How does this experience or teaching affect our 
relationship to and attitude toward the world? By "world" 
I do not mean the beautiful world God has created for our 
enjoyment. Nor do I mean the world of lost humanity. 
(Any true touch of God in our life will deepen our appre-
ciation of the beauty of creation and deepen our love for 
the lost.) The world I refer to is described in 1 John 2:15-
17—the world of sinful pursuits and sinful pleasures (see 
also 1 Cor. 6:9-10; Gal. 5:19-21). Any teaching that per-
mits compromise with the world in this sense is false. 
Stories about Koresh, for instance, tell us that he used 
violence and intimidation to settle personal conflicts and 
that he was immoral. According to the media, Koresh con-
vinced the men that he had a right to sleep with their wives 
and daughters while the men had to be celibate. 
7. How does it affect our attitude toward sin? When 
God is at work in our life, he turns our hearts away from 
sin and toward obedient faith and holiness (Titus 2:11-
13). Since a certain experience or since the adoption of 
some teaching, the test is, "Are we concerned about sin in 
our life more or less?" Anything that weakens our hatred 
of sin is false to the Scriptures and to Christ. Whatever 
makes holiness more attractive and sin more unbearable is 
genuine. 
"Test everything. Hold on to the good. Avoid every 
kind of evil. May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify 
you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and 
body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it" 
(1 Thess. 5:21-24). 
This article is adapted from an April 25 sermon by Rick Mailloux, 
senior pastor of the Nappanee, Ind., Brethren in Christ Church. 
ders. Then they supplied slightly 
inferior merchandise. When these 
supplies were refused, they kept 
them for their own use. 
As the outbreak neared, the Jews 
prepared a series of interconnected 
forts. The Romans didn't understand 
what was happening even though it 
was done right under their noses. Bar 
Kokhba waited until Hadrian was 
busy in another province, and then 
he quickly attacked. 
The Romans may have expected 
such an attack, for they had stationed 
an extra legion, the Sixtieth, nick-
named Ironsides, in the country. But 
these soldiers could not withstand the 
ecstatic zeal of Bar Kokhba's army. 
Within a very short time Jerusalem 
was in Jewish hands again. The Jews 
were drunk with their achievement. 
Eleazar took over as High Priest, and 
Akiba presided as the leader of the 
Sanhedrin. 
A new regime was instituted by 
Bar Kokhba. Documents have been 
found from this era made out in the 
name of the "Prince of Israel" and 
dated from the time of "The 
Redemption of Israel." Likewise, 
new coins were minted. Some of 
these coins featured the Temple with 
a star on top! 
Once again animals were sacri-
ficed on the High Altar. Gentiles 
flocked to the "messiah," and he 
rode the crest of a mighty popularity. 
His military tactics were those of a 
genius. 
But Hadrian was determined that 
no pseudo-messiah was going to 
defy him. He summoned Severus— 
one of his best generals—all the way 
from England; and additional troops 
were brought in from as far away as 
the Danube. Finally, the emperor 
himself moved to Judea in order to 
supervise the army. Severus avoided 
pitched battles. Instead, he destroyed 
the country as he advanced. Jerusa-
lem soon fell to him, and Bar Kokh-
ba along with many of his followers 
fled to a fortress of Bethel, south-
west of Jerusalem. Here he died with 
his men. 
Roman vengeance was terrible: 
50 fortresses and nearly 1000 vil-
lages were utterly destroyed. Hadri-
an then decreed that no Jew could 
set foot in Jerusalem, and if anyone 
did he was immediately crucified. 
This edict was so well-enforced that 
the Christian church in Jerusalem 
had to get another bishop because 
the one they had was a Jew. The 
decree, however, was relaxed once a 
year on the ninth day of the month of 
Ab. This was the day when Titus had 
destroyed the Temple in 70 A.D. On 
that day, if they paid a fee, they were 
allowed to enter Jerusalem and pray 
for the nation. 
Over half a million Jews were 
killed in the war. So many were sold 
into slavery that the market was glut-
ted. It became cheaper to buy a slave 
than to buy a horse. In order to raise 
the price, many slaves were shipped 
to Egypt and thousands died of star-
vation or shipwreck. 
The scorched-earth policy of 
Severus had been so effective that 
Judea had become like a desert. 
Indeed the devastation was so terri-
ble that 100 years went by before 
olives could be harvested again. 
Then, possibly to add a final insult, 
Hadrian changed the name of the 
country to Palestina. This was to 
commemorate the ancient enemies 
of the Jews—the Philistines. 
After his thorough defeat, many 
who had exalted Bar Kokhba as the 
Messiah sarcastically called him Bar 
Coziba (Son of Falsehood). A few 
years later Akiba was tortured to 
death by the Romans. In 1962 many 
of the bones of Bar Kokhba's fol-
lowers were found in some Judean 
caves. He is remembered by histori-
ans and a few pious Jews and that is 
about all. He doesn't have a single 
follower in the entire world. Not 
one! 
Article provided by David C. Cook Pub-
lishing Co., 850 N. Grove Ave., Elgin IL 
60120. 
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Last December, newspapers ran a 
striking photograph of a group of peo-
ple held at bay by armed guards. They 
were not rioters or protesters; they 
were Christmas carolers. The town of 
Vienna, Virginia, had outlawed the 
singing of religious songs on public 
property. So these men, women, and 
children were forced to sing "Silent 
Night" behind barricades, just as if 
this were Eastern Europe under com-
munist rule instead of Christmas in 
America in 1992. 
We have spent the past 30 years 
determined to secularize our society. 
Some months before the incident in 
Virginia, the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled in Lee vs. Weisman that a rabbi 
who delivered a very politically cor-
rect "To Whom It May Concern" 
prayer at a Rhode Island junior high 
school commencement had violated 
the constitutional rights of a fifteen-
year-old student in the audience. The 
Court said, in effect, that the girl must 
be legally protected against listening 
to views she disagreed with. There 
was a time when it was a mark of 
civility to listen respectfully to dif-
ferent views; now you have a consti-
tutional right to demand that those 
views are not expressed in your pres-
ence. 
In another case that went all the 
way to the Supreme Court, visual reli-
gious symbols have been banned. 
Zion, Illinois, in the "heartland of 
America," was forced to eliminate the 
cross featured in its city seal, because 
the Justices ruled it a breach of the 
First Amendment. 
In education, the same kind of 
court-enforced secularism has been 
so successful that teachers may hand 
out condoms in school, but they are 
forbidden to display a copy of the Ten 
Commandments on a bulletin board. 
Students, meanwhile, may indulge in 
almost any kind of activity in school, 
but they are forbidden to pray. 
The Supreme Court is not the only 
institution out to protect us from the 
"threat" faith poses. The media 
assault upon religious believers has 
been fierce. Cardinal O'Connor has 
been excoriated by the New York 
Times for even suggesting that he 
might deny the sacraments to a pro-
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choice legislator. (This was the same 
New York Times that praised a Louisi-
ana archbishop who refused to admin-
ister communion to a segregationist 
legislator in 1962.) 
In February of 1993, the Washing-
ton Post featured a front-page article 
that characterized evangelical Chris-
tians as "largely poor, uneducated, 
and easy to command." If a journalist 
said that about any other group in 
America, he would be fired on the 
spot, but the Post didn't fire anyone. 
It merely expressed surprise that 
many readers found the description 
offensive. A few days later, one of 
the bemused editors explained that 
they felt they were simply printing 
something that is "universally accept-
ed." 
It is no wonder that Peter Berger, 
professor of sociology at Boston Uni-
versity, says that if you look around 
the world you will find that the most 
religious country is India, and the 
most irreligious country is Sweden— 
and America is an interesting combi-
nation of Indians who are governed 
by Swedes. 
A Post-Christian society 
These Swedes have done their job 
well. In 1962, polls indicated that at 
least 65 percent of all Americans 
believed the Bible to be true. In 1992, 
polls indicated that only 32 percent 
do, while 50 percent say that they 
actually fear fundamentalists. If the 
polls are right, our Judeo-Christian 
heritage is no longer the foundation of 
our values. We have become a post-
Christian society. 
The process of "shedding" our reli-
gion began with the cultural revolu-
tion of the 1960s, which exalted exis-
tentialism and a kind of "live-for-the-
moment-God-is-dead-or-irrelevant" 
philosophy. Today, that Sixties phi-
losophy has become mainstream; it 
is in the White House, it is in the 
poetry of Maya Angelou, it is in every 
walk of life. This is not to say that 
people aren't going to church. Forty-
four percent of the American people 
still attend religious services regular-
ly. But we live in a Donahue-ized cul-
ture in which we sit and watch, hour 
by hour, the banality that passes for 
knowledge on television, and we 
rarely think about issues in terms of 
Judeo-Christian truth. We hear carol-
ers singing "Silent Night" or an invo-
cation at a public ceremony and we 
are filled with trepidation; we are 
worried that we are infringing upon 
the rights of nonbelievers. We see the 
symbol of the cross and we feel com-
pelled to paint it out because it might 
violate the principle of separation 
between church and state. We exalt 
tolerance, not truth, as the ultimate 
virtue. 
The city of man 
Can we really sustain the city of 
man without the influence of the City 
of God? St. Augustine argued that it 
was impossible. 
Any society, especially a free soci-
ety, depends on a moral consensus 
and on shared assumptions: What is 
ultimate reality? What is meaningful 
in life? By what standards should we 
be governed? These common values 
are the glue that holds society togeth-
er. 
In America, the glue is wearing 
pretty thin. We are in the middle of an 
identity crisis in which we are at-
tempting to redefine our basic values 
all over again. We can no longer 
assume that right and wrong have 
clear meanings or that there is uni-
versal truth. After all, pollsters tell us 
that 67 percent of the American peo-
ple say there is no such thing. 
What we fail to realize, however, is 
that rejecting transcendental truth is 
tantamount to committing national 
suicide. A secular state cannot culti-
vate virtue—an old-fashioned word 
you don't hear much in public dis-
course these days. In his classic 
novel, The Brothers Karamazov, the 
19th century Russian novelist Dos-
toyevsky asked, essentially, "Can 
man be good without God?" In every 
age, the answer has been no. Without 
a restraining influence on their nature, 
men will destroy themselves. That 
restraining influence might take many 
abstract forms, as it did for the Greeks 
and Romans, or it might be the God 
of the Old and the New Testaments. 
But it has always served the same 
purpose. 
Even before Dostoyevsky posed 
his timeless question, an 18th century 
German professor of logic and meta-
physics, Immanuel Kant, had already 
dismissed it as irrelevant. God exists, 
said Kant, but he is separate from the 
rest of life. Over here are the things 
that we can empirically know; over 
there are things we can accept only on 
faith. What does that do to ethics? 
Kant's answer was to separate them 
from faith; we can, on our own, with 
only our rational capacities to depend 
upon, develop what he called the "cat-
egorical imperative." He explained: 
"Act as if the maxim from which you 
act were to become through your will 
a universal law." 
This rational, subjective view is 
the basis of ethics being taught in 
nearly every school in America today, 
from Public Grammar School No. 1 
to Harvard Business School. Students 
are never exposed to traditional moral 
teaching in school, only to rational-
ism. Pragmaticism and utilitarianism 
are substituted for Judeo-Christian 
ethics, and students are taught that 
they have the inner capacity to do 
good rationally, apart from God. 
The danger of self-righteousness 
Nothing could be more dangerous. 
Let me give you a case study: Chuck 
Colson. I grew up in the Depression 
years. My dad, who was the son of a 
Swedish immigrant, used to tell me 
two things on Sunday afternoon. 
Although no one in my family had 
ever gone to college, he said, "If you 
work hard, you can get to the top. 
That's the American dream." And the 
second thing he used to say was, "Al-
ways tell the truth. No matter what 
you do in life, always tell the truth."* 
I kept both of these pieces of 
advice in mind as I grew up, earned a 
scholarship to college and then went 
on to law school. I also remembered 
them when I joined a very successful 
law firm and years later in 1969 when 
President Nixon asked me to come to 
*One could not go through Watergate and 
claim much distinction for anything, but the 
fact was that I testified under oath 44 times 
and I was the only defendant who was not 
charged with perjury. My dad's lesson stuck: 
tell the truth. 
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work at the White House. I took 
everything I had earned and put it into 
a blind trust. (If you want to make a 
small fortune, let me tell you how: 
You take a large fortune and put it in 
a blind trust.) I did everything to 
avoid even the appearance of a con-
flict of interest. I passed unsolicited 
gifts on to my employees. I refused to 
see people whom I had practiced law 
with or made business deals with—I 
mean, I really had studied Kant's cat-
egorical imperative, and I knew that I 
would always do right. 
What happened? I went to prison. 
Why? Because we are never more 
dangerous than when we are feeling 
self-righteous. We have an infinite 
capacity for this feeling and for the 
self-justification that accompanies it. 
It was only when Jesus Christ came 
into my life that I was able to see 
myself for who I am. Indeed, it is 
only when we all turn to God that we 
begin to see ourselves as we really 
are—as fallen sinners desperately in 
need of his restraint and his grace. 
Kant's philosophy, like much 
Enlightenment thought, was based on 
a flawed view of human nature that 
held that men are basically good and, 
if left to their own devices, will al-
most always do good things. It was 
also dead wrong in assuming that the 
categorical imperative could take the 
place of moral law. Just because men 
can think the right thing, it does not 
mean that they will heed it. Remem-
ber Pierre, one of the central charac-
ters in Tolstoy's War and Peace"1. Torn 
by spiritual agonies, be cried out to 
God, "Why is it that I know what is 
right and I do what is wrong?" We 
can know what is right, but we don't 
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always have the will to do what is 
right. 
How shall we live? 
In books like Mere Christianity 
and The Abolition of Man, the 20th 
century British Christian apologist 
C.S. Lewis attempted to refute Kant 
and make a powerful intellectual case 
for the City of God that did not wall it 
off from the city of man. In an essay 
entitled, "Men Without Chests," he 
drew an analogy between the spiritu-
al life and the body that sums up his 
objections to the supreme rationalism 
of the Enlightenment. The head, 
Lewis said, is reason, and the stomach 
is passion or appetite. The head alone 
cannot control the stomach. It needs 
the chest, which is spirit, to restrain 
our baser passions and appetites. 
Yet after World War II schools 
began to teach ethics based on sub-
jective standards without transcen-
dent moral truths. Lewis challenged 
this, writing, "We make men without 
chests and we expect of them virtue 
and enterprise. We laugh at honor and 
we are shocked to find traitors in our 
midst. We castrate and bid the geld-
ings be fruitful." That is what we are 
doing in America today. We are tak-
ing away the spiritual element and 
abandoning morality based on reli-
gious truth, counting instead on our 
heads and our subjective feelings to 
make us do what is right. 
In our zeal to accommodate our 
so-called enlightened and tolerant 
age, we have lost the ideal of public 
virtue. I am reminded of Samuel 
Johnson, who, upon learning that one 
of his dinner guests believed morali-
ty was merely a sham, said to his but-
ler, "Well, if he really believes that 
there is no distinction between virtue 
and vice, let us count the spoons 
before he leaves." Today, there aren't 
any spoons left to count. Look at 
Washington, Wall Street, academia, 
sports, the ministry—all the spoons 
are gone because we can no longer 
distinguish between virtue and vice. 
Recovering that ability depends on 
asking the right questions. Our bright-
est and best leaders are concerned 
with the question, "How shall we be 
governed?" But in the Book of Eze-
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kiel the Jews asked: "How shall we 
live?" It doesn't matter who governs 
if society has no spiritual element to 
guide it. Unless we learn how to 
live—as men with chests—we are 
doomed. 
The City of God 
I have seen this truth most power-
fully in the area in which I've been 
called to spend my life. With the help 
of my friend Jack Eckerd and others, 
I work with men and women in prison 
in 54 countries around the world. The 
crisis is grave. In Washington, D.C., 
for example, 46 percent of the inner 
city black population between the 
ages of 18 and 31 is either in prison, 
on parole, or on probation. America 
as a whole has the highest per capita 
rate of incarceration in the world, and, 
for the last 25 years, the crime rate 
has gone up every year. We can't 
build prisons fast enough. In the last 
seven years, we have seen a 120 per-
cent increase in murders committed 
by those between the ages of 18 and 
20. According to some sources, 20 
percent of all schoolchildren carry a 
weapon. 
Criminologist James Q. Wilson, 
among others, has tried to identify the 
root cause of this epidemic of vio-
lence. When be began his inquiry, he 
was certain that he would discover 
that in the great period of industrial 
revolution in the latter half of the 19th 
century there was a tremendous in-
crease in crime. But, to his astonish-
ment, he discovered a decrease. And 
then he looked at the years of the 
Great Depression. Again, there was 
a significant decrease in crime. Frus-
trated by these findings which upset 
all our preconceived notions, Wilson 
decided to search for a single factor to 
correlate. The factor he found was 
religious faith. 
When crime should have been ris-
ing in the late 1800s because of rapid 
urbanization, industrialization, and 
economic dislocation, Victorian mo-
rality was sweeping across America. 
It was a time of intense spirituality. It 
was not until the conscious rejection 
of Victorian morality during the Roar-
ing Twenties that crime went up. This 
was the era when Sigmund Freud's 
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views were coming into vogue among 
"thinking" Americans: people weren't 
evil, just misguided or mistreated, or 
they required better environments. 
Sin was regarded as a lot of religious 
claptrap. 
The crime rate did not decline 
again until the Great Depression, a 
time of people banding together in 
the face of crisis. Wilson concluded, 
therefore, that crime was in large part 
caused by a breakdown of morality. 
Since 1965 the crime rate has steadi-
ly risen. In the same period, religious 
faith has waned. We have told people 
there are no absolutes and that they 
are not responsible for their own 
behavior. They are simply victims of 
a system that isn't working anymore 
and they don't have to worry about it 
because the government is going to 
fix it for them. We thought that in this 
brave new world we could create the 
perfect secular Utopia. But the secular 
Utopia is in reality the nightmare we 
see as we walk through the dark, rot-
ten holes we call prisons all across 
America. 
In this context, it always amazes 
me when I listen to politicians say, 
"We are going to win the war on 
drugs by building prisons, appointing 
more judges, and putting more police 
on the beat." I remember when Pres-
ident Bush announced the "War on 
Drugs." Having spent seven months 
in prison, there wasn't one night that 
I did not smell marijuana burning. If 
you can get marijuana into a prison, 
with watchtowers, inspections, and 
prison guards, you can get it into a 
country. You can send the U.S. 
Marines to Colombia to burn all the 
fields, seal all the borders, and build 
all the prisons you want, but you 
won't stop drug use in this country 
because it isn't a problem of supply; it 
is a problem of demand. When there 
is no greater value in the lives of so 
many people than simply fulfilling 
individual desires and gratifications, 
then crime and drug abuse become 
inevitable. The soaring crime rate is 
powerful testimony to the failure of 
the city of man, deprived of the moral 
influence of the City of God. 
If we cannot be good without God, 
how do we sustain public virtue in 
society? We cannot do it through the 
instrument of politics. Alasdair Mac-
Intyre, moral philosopher at Notre 
Dame, says that "Politics has become 
civil war carried on by other means." 
Without moral authority to call upon, 
our elected leaders are reduced to say-
ing, "We can't say that this is right 
and that's wrong. We simply prefer 
that you wouldn't murder." 
In the city of man, there is no 
moral consensus, and without a moral 
consensus there can be no law. Chair-
man Mao expressed the alternative 
well: in his view, morality begins at 
the muzzle of a gun. 
There has never been a case in his-
tory in which a society has been able 
to survive for long without a strong 
moral code. And there has never been 
a time when a moral code has not 
been informed by religious truth. 
Recovering our moral code—our reli-
gious truth—is the only way our soci-
ety can survive. The heaping ash re-
mains at Auschwitz, the killing fields 
of Southeast Asia, and the frozen 
wastes of the gulag remind us that the 
city of man is not enough; we must 
also seek the City of God. 
Chuck Colson is founder of Prison Fel-
lowship. Reprinted by permission from 
Imprimis, the monthly journal of Hillsdale 
College. 
June 1993 11 
Left—the VS unit posing for a January 
1992 picture. Letha Zook is front row, 
left; Jim Zook is back row, second from 
left. 
Below—the present VS unit: (from left to 





gone ? by Letha and James Zook, and Lori Wiggins 
One evening as we were finishing 
dinner we received a phone call from 
a distraught mother of two boys. Her 
boys participate in our tutoring pro-
gram and Friday night clubs. She 
asked us to send a VSer (voluntary 
service worker) to her house. She 
knew they would listen to her present 
struggles. Letha and Lori went and 
spent two and one-half hours coun-
seling and consoling her and her 
boys. Soon after they had gone, five 
young men rang our bell and asked to 
come up; they just wanted to "hang 
out" and talk. After they had talked 
for sometime one of them asked, 
12 
"When are the next VSers coming? 
Who will be the next VSer?" 
There was a time in the recent past 
when our Brethren in Christ young 
people asked each other, "Where will 
you do voluntary service (VS)?" The 
assumption was the question, "Will 
you do VS?" was already answered in 
the affirmative. A more common 
question now among our youth is, 
"What is VS?" This transition has 
occurred subtly over the past 25 to 
30 years. During that time the number 
of ministries with available positions 
for long-term VS have diminished. 
What has gone wrong? Where has the 
VS vision gone? To further investi-
gate this issue, we must know the his-
tory and benefits of VS. This has 
become a personal issue for us in the 
past eight years as we have watched 
the interest in VS dwindle to the pres-
ent trickle from our Brethren in Christ 
churches. We are the present direc-
tors of the VS Unit located in the 
South Bronx of New York City. 
Long-term volunteers commit to 
one or more years of service at a spe-
cific location. Within the United 
States and Canada there are only a 
few places that accept long-term vol-
unteers. The Bronx Unit is the only 
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self-supporting VS unit. The entire 
budget is financed through the in-
come of the earning VSers. A non-
earning VSer works within the min-
istry not receiving a salary. Many 
other ministries operate with outside 
funding sources to support their min-
istries. 
VS was a natural outgrowth of 
alternative service offered by the draft 
during the Vietnam War. A young 
man who was drafted could either 
report for duty as assigned by the U.S. 
armed forces or petition for alterna-
tive service. This request needed to be 
supported by his membership in a 
traditional peace church (Brethren in 
Christ) and his personal testimony of 
nonviolence. Young men were assist-
ed by their pastors and elders in how 
to appropriately defend their petition. 
One of the supporting tenets was 
based upon the love and concern 
expressed by the draftee for fellow 
mankind which led him not to be 
involved in combat in any form. Dur-
ing times of mandatory service our 
VS centers were many and full. Since 
the termination of the draft the 
decline in participation has been dra-
matic. 
If the draft were reinstated and a 
new draft board formed, how would 
our application for alternative service 
be viewed? Could this decline in ser-
vice negatively influence the status 
of the application? Their argument 
may be that if our denomination was 
so concerned about helping and con-
structively serving humanity, why had 
it occurred predominantly during 
draft times? Did people not need help 
during peace time? They could direct 
that, due to this inconsistency, all 
Brethren in Christ youth should serve 
as the country dictates. 
It would be a mistake for us to rely 
solely on our written peace doctrine 
to substantiate our exemption from 
combat. If we think serving others is 
fundamental in our Christian lives, 
then service should be a significant 
characteristic of our denomination 
regardless of any outside constraints 
like the draft. We should be doing it in 
response to the love and example of 
Jesus our Lord. 
Presently, as we recruit at our 
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churches and church college, we are 
confronted with the recurrent theme 
of wealth and prosperity. Our young 
people feel compelled to rush out of 
high school and college and get on 
the fast track to success. They seem to 
have bought into the Americanized 
version of materialism. This not only 
includes financial stability but per-
sonal, family, and emotional stability. 
Comfort appears to be the desired 
goal of their efforts. All of this is 
rationalized within the Christian 
virtue of responsible living. What has 
been left out? It appears that we are 
catching up with the world in our self-
ish pursuits. We are in the midst of the 
"me-generation" while the world is 
moving out of it. After a time of re-
sisting, it appears that we have given 
up the fight against materialism. Can 
we take some time away to sacrifi-
cially serve others? What has hap-
pened to our adventure and joy of 
prolonged service? 
The church has encouraged short-
term missions. However, the more 
extensive full-time service assign-
ments where growth and change is 
maximized have not been promoted. 
The Bronx Community Service Min-
istries has hosted many short-term 
service projects from school and 
church groups. The young people 
have a great time while they work on 
a small project that serves to beautify 
the area or temporarily improve the 
situation of a group of people. Time 
for true adjustment to different cul-
tures and ideas is not sufficient. The 
short-term project serves the visiting 
group more than the hosting popula-
tion. 
The loss felt by the decline of long-
term volunteers is to the young peo-
ple, to the individual congregations, 
and to our denomination. As we have 
walked with many young people 
through their one or two years of VS, 
we have seen God change their lives. 
God challenges the individual to grow 
emotionally, spiritually, and cultural-
ly during this time of intense submer-
sion into service. Emotionally they 
are forced to examine strengths and 
weaknesses that may have remained 
hidden in a less demanding environ-
ment. God helps the individual to 
place more trust in who he is, grant-
ing them a stronger, well-tested faith. 
Opportunities are present that force 
young people to develop and use their 
latent talents as they disciple and 
teach others. 
Maybe the most lasting change 
that occurs in VSers is the develop-
ment of cultural sensitivity. Most of 
our young people grow up in rather 
homogeneous settings. People tend to 
think, decide, and act from the same 
basic value system. This homogeneity 
fosters the acceptance of cultural val-
ues as revealed truth. If they are never 
challenged by other cultures, they are 
denied the opportunity to examine 
their own reasons for beliefs. As 
VSers daily interact with others of 
different races and cultures, their cul-
tural values are challenged and their 
previous prejudices are diminished. 
The experiences they have broaden 
their understanding of who they are in 
relation to God's diverse creation. 
The cultivation of the young indi-
vidual in these ways strengthens the 
local home congregation as well. At 
the time of service the home congre-
gation's circle of influence becomes 
enlarged through the volunteer. They 
become prayer partners to an extend-
ed ministry. If the young person 
returns to the congregation, it receives 
a matured, service-minded and more 
balanced worker to plug into their 
own ministries. Many VSers have 
continued on in full-time Christian 
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work as preachers or missionaries, 
allowing the local congregation to 
have a permanent outreach wherever 
the volunteer chooses to go. The 
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Christ denomination is enhanced by 
the growth and development of these 
young people. 
It is a shame that the Brethren in 
Christ Church has neglected such a 
beneficial program. Voluntary service 
is no longer supervised by a single 
organization, but is divided among 
various boards, church leaders, and 
conferences. There is no centralized 
advocacy group or organization for 
voluntary service. Each volunteer 
organization is responsible for their 
own recruiting. An individual who 
wishes to investigate the options must 
search in several different areas and 
with several different persons. The 
frustration that this engenders often 
turns the individual towards other 
organizations or totally away from 
service. 
Our vision for VS has been sharp-
ened by our experiences in the past 
eight years. We believe that it is worth 
some time and effort to revitalize this 
vision within our denomination. We 
have had 27 volunteers of whom only 
half were from the Brethren in Christ 
denomination. We maintain that there 
are many more young people in our 
churches that should be challenged to 
step out of their comfort zone into 
long-term service. There are definite-
ly more services and ministries that 
need to be offered to our fallen world. 
In the past year, three young Puer-
to Rican men have challenged us to 
continue our VS vision here in the 
Bronx. Our commitment and faith in 
God and our dedication to the VS unit 
have been strengthened by their lives 
and struggles. These are not neces-
sarily happy stories, but they illus-
trate the urgency for the abiding pres-
ence of Christians. J.A. is presently 
looking at life imprisonment for mur-
der. A.A. is serving three to five years 
for a drug charge. Their fellow posse 
member P.W. is dead due to an argu-
ment which turned into a gun fight. 
P.W. had expressed the desire to be a 
Christian when he got older (he was 
18). His only exposure to Christ was 
through the VS unit. What he saw 
attracted him to Christ. However, he 
never reached the point of making a 
decision. It was hard to be part of 
such a hopeless funeral. We have 
prayed that his will be the last such 
funeral. A.A. and J.A. both are read-
ing the Bible and praying for God's 
direction. They have verbalized the 
desire to serve God and make a dif-
ference in others' lives. As we have 
struggled through the year with them, 
we have recognized that God does not 
always grant us the opportunity to be 
the harvesters of the matured fruit. 
We presently are given the privilege 
of planting and watering in these 
young men's lives. We pray that oth-
ers will do the harvesting in years to 
come. Voluntary service is an avenue 
that God has been using for some 
time to guide young people to areas 
of need. We pray that this avenue of 
service will continue. Our young peo-
ple need their leaders to advocate vol-
untary service as a significant path-
way that will benefit them for the rest 
of their lives. • 
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by Beula Sheaffer 
"Through Jesus, therefore, let us 
continually offer to God a sacrifice 
of praise—the fruit of lips that con-
fess his name" (Hebrews 13:15). 
I do continually praise the Lord 
for his greatness and his Holy Spir-
it to stand faithfully with me. At 
the moment I am at Wanezi Mis-
sion in Zimbabwe tutoring two 
MKs (missionary kids). Incredibly 
the Lord has led, pushed, blessed 
me far beyond any personal expec-
tations or ambitions. He has put 
dear saints and lessons into my path 
continually! 
Looking back to my childhood, 
when it seemed I "never could do 
anything right" I felt the Lord's per-
sonal acceptance of me just as I 
was, even while stumbling through 
the teens and adrift in my twenties. 
I settled into a little country church 
because it was nearby. There 
through dear saints, teachers, and 
preachers influencing me, I rededi-
cated my life to the Lord. 
I inherited my dad's curiosity 
and my mother's gift of relating to 
others—so I bloomed where I was 
planted. Married, with three young 
sons, I expected my family to be 
my life's work. When my youngest 
son started kindergarten, I got 
involved in his school. A principal 
cajoled, pushed, and directed me to 
attempt G.E.D. studies when I was 
40. So instead of waitressing or fac-
tory labor I set off to the local area 
community college to pursue a 
career as a teacher's aide. My mate 
agreed it would be worth the extra 
money I would make as a teacher's 
aide; why work for $1.50 an hour 
when you could earn $4.00? 
At college, the first year was 
scary; I got on the dean's list, but 
had no idea what that meant. The 
next three years were busy, inter-
esting and exciting, opening up a 
whole new world. Now I was a 
teacher, which was beyond my 
wildest dreams. During childhood, 
there was no opportunity for me to 
attend high school and in addition it 
was bad for girls to go to high 
school. How I enjoyed teaching! 
Next, I became a counselor be-
cause another principal believed in 
me! One year . . . 4 . . . 20 precious 
years in education teaching and 
counseling. I shared with others the 
path of my life—if I can do it, so 
can you! 
1980: shocked, single, bitter.... 
Again a few saints of God gather-
ing round urged me to go to Spring 
Lake for the summer. Again new 
beginnings for me, I spent four 
summers there and found content-
ment. 
1984:1 had a reminder from God 
that I'd promised, back 25 years 
ago, "If ever I'm free, no one to 
take care of, Lord, I'll serve you a 
year wherever you send me." The 
Board for World Missions sent me 
to Zambia to tutor MKs at Macha. I 
went to serve, and was blessed a 
hundred times over. 
1992:1 was given the big C sen-
tence [cancer], but am privileged to 
serve, this time in Zimbabwe. This 
time just two MKs needed tutoring, 
both having school difficulty, and 
now doing well. God is good! 
Truly the Lord is good and great-
ly to be praised. Without him, I am 
nothing. Through Jesus, therefore I 
continually offer to him—joyfully, 
with thanksgiving—the sacrifice of 
praise. 
Beula is scheduled to return to Penn-
sylvania from her assignment in Zimbabwe 
this summer. 
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7 a Colombian 
sister reaches out 
by Nancy Peterman 
Chronic illness, a broken home, 
occult involvement, a job layoff. . . . 
How can God take all of that and 
form a very effective missionary? 
Meet Sonia Valencia, member of the 
Niza 9 congregation (Bogota, Colom-
bia), who now works full-time in 
holistic service to impoverished chil-
dren and families in a Bogota slum. 
Sonia was born in Cartagena, 
Colombia, fifth among six siblings. 
As her parents' marriage disintegrat-
ed, Sonia grew up extremely over-
protected, a sickly child who failed 
in school year after year because of 
absences forced by asthma attacks 
and frequent accidents. Even then, 
she felt a concern for those in need, 
and during her recuperations she 
would play "school" with poor neigh-
borhood children, actually teaching 
some to read. Sonia had a vague 
belief in God from the Catholic tradi-
tions around her. Occult influences 
were strong and she remembers Ouija 
board games with playmates when 
only 10 or 11 years old. 
By 20, when Sonia had still not 
finished high school, the doctors rec-
ommended that she not continue her 
education; she acquired a part-time 
secretarial job which later led into a 
position as a noncredentialed teacher. 
During those 8 years of work, Sonia 
finally completed requirements for 
high school graduation and decided 
to take a new step toward indepen-
dence: university studies in faraway 
Bogota. 
Now almost 30, Sonia began to 
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study education in the big capital city. 
Her university years were uneventful 
other than the traumatic adjustment 
to a cooler climate, different food, 
and living away from family. As she 
was finishing her degree, Sonia decid-
ed to go into business with a class-
mate. But their day care service soon 
turned into an economic disaster and 
Sonia's friend, who believed in mind 
power and New Age philosophies, 
tried to get her interested. Stressed 
and depressed, Sonia turned to the 
study of books, cassettes, and courses 
that led her deeper and deeper into 
the occult. 
About that time, God made a series 
of very specific interventions in 
Sonia's life. The New Age business 
partner invited her one Sunday to try 
out the newest "experience": a reli-
gious service unlike any Catholic 
Mass. There, in a large Bible-preach-
ing church, Sonia responded to an 
invitation to accept Christ, although 
she probably did not understand com-
pletely the commitment she was mak-
ing. 
Only days later, in the Niza 9 apart-
ments where Sonia lived, a Christian 
lady, Martha Molina, knocked on her 
door to inquire about a room for rent 
and found Sonia reading the Bible. 
Unknown to Martha, Sonia was real-
ly only reading for the sake of New 
Age insights; however, she accepted 
an invitation to Martha's church far 
across the city, and the first service 
they attended happened to be a spe-
cial emphasis on freedom from de-
monic influences. There Sonia expe-
rienced a dramatic cleansing and 
deliverance from occult bondage. 
Martha began to pray regularly 
with Sonia (one of their prayers was 
for God to raise up a Christian wit-
ness in their own Niza 9 neighbor-
hood), and an answer came almost 
immediately. Sonia had stopped one 
day at the apartment of a university 
friend, when a phone call came from 
missionary Carol Geiger. Sonia was 
persuaded to stay a little longer in 
order to meet this friendly "gringa" 
lady who had been coming regularly 
to study the Bible with Loly; thus 
Sonia became the second member of 
the Bible study group which would 
in time grow into a Brethren in Christ 
church, with Martha and Sonia part 
of its first church board. 
Sonia had a lot of personal issues 
to work through in the coming years, 
but spiritual gifts were already evi-
dent in her life. Without anyone 
telling her what evangelism was 
about, Sonia was soon inviting all of 
her friends and neighbors to the 
Geigers' Bible study or to Martha's 
church, and immediately Christians 
and non-Christians alike began to 
seek her out to pray with them. Sonia 
cites her God-given burden for 
prayer, from the moment of her deliv-
erance, as an important factor in her 
Christian growth. 
Always sensitive to others' spiri-
tual needs, Sonia also maintained a 
unique sensitivity to physical and 
material needs. She helped encour-
age Niza 9 believers to bring grocery 
items as part of their Sunday offering 
and became responsible for distribu-
tion to needy neighborhood families; 
she also became friend and solace to 
many frustrated single mothers and 
confused teenagers. However, some-
times Sonia struggled to integrate her 
social concern with her evangelistic 
fervor. In the Bible institute where 
she took some courses, for example, 
s 
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she felt little or no support for her 
holistic vision; on the other hand, 
those who most shared her concern 
for the poor seemed reluctant about 
evangelism and prayer. One day, in a 
time of personal study, Sonia's re-
reading of Isaiah 58 impacted her in a 
new and powerful way. This passage 
linked fasting with feeding the hungry 
and freeing the oppressed. It wasn't a 
question of either/or, but rather fast-
ing and intercession must be hand in 
hand with justice and compassion to 
reflect a holy God. 
During that time, the summer of 
1990, missionary Deb Noble had 
been sharing with Sonia a burden for 
Bogota's street children and the 
whole impoverished subculture of 
families who survive by begging, rob-
bing, peddling, or scavenging recy-
clable cardboard and glass from the 
streets. Through friends who worked 
with Youth With A Mission, Deb and 
Sonia had begun to participate in a 
team that ministered weekly to chil-
dren in a specific area, originally 
referred to as "The Hole" but soon 
renamed by a YWAM member to "La 
Calzada," or "Streets for Dwelling," a 
term taken from the promise of Isaiah 
58:12. 
Even after Deb Noble's return to 
the U.S., Sonia continued to work 
among the women and children of La 
Calzada, dedicating much of her free 
time after work and on weekends. 
Although some church people com-
plained that Sonia should be concen-
trating more on the church and local 
community rather than trying to tack-
le such a large, hopeless social prob-
lem, she only felt more and more 
drawn to La Calzada. 
Then, near the end of 1991, Sonia 
was laid off from her teaching job. 
Struggling in prayer, she felt it was 
the moment to begin a full-time faith 
ministry, sustained only by a small 
monthly contribution from the church 
and housing provision from Youth 
Sonia (center back) and her teammate 
(left) with women and children of La 
Calzada, in Bogota, Colombia. 
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With a Mission. Sonia works partly as 
an educator, in YWAM's halfway 
house for street kids in their "transi-
tional school"; she also visits and 
offers Bible studies to adults in the 
cold, grimy "rent-a-night" buildings, 
night by night planting seeds for a 
future church. Finally Sonia is also a 
community developer, intent on help-
ing poor people begin to work togeth-
er and reassume control of their lives, 
develop new sources of employment 
and improved conditions. 
Sonia's work is not easy and fruit 
is not abundant. Those she serves 
have scars and habitual attitudes 
which are not transformed overnight, 
even with the new start Christ gives. 
But the victories she has seen and the 
joy of obeying the mandate to pro-
claim a whole gospel keep her going 
in spite of obstacles, misunderstand-
ings, and discouragement. 
Unhurried, sociable and fun-lov-
ing, Sonia is a reluctant public speak-
er, uncomfortable in the spotlight. Not 
many years ago she would be para-
lyzed with fear at the thought of lead-
ing a Bible study or making a formal 
evangelism visit, and even now she 
feels terrified to walk outside at night, 
even in safe areas of the city. But just 
as Sonia is convinced that God has 
called her to touch others' physical 
and spiritual needs, so she trusts that 
God will enable and provide for her. 
Some may wonder why Sonia's 
name has never appeared in lists of 
Brethren in Christ missionaries. It's 
because she is not supported directly 
by Brethren in Christ World Missions, 
and we thank God for that. Why so? 
Because the Colombian Church right-
ly senses responsibility for her as their 
missionary, praying for her, commis-
sioning her and contributing to her 
work. Of course, churches and indi-
viduals in North America have con-
tributed all along to Sonia's spiritual 
growth and her calling into ministry, 
as you have prayed for and given to 
Brethren in Christ World Missions. 
Now, as we continue to give, let's 
stand with Sonia and pray that God 
will raise up many more faithful ser-
vants all over the world. • 
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od at work in our world 
Grandmother 
Muraoka... 
Thelma Book—Kitakyushu, Japan 
Doyle and I had been looking forward 
to the second of two Japanese holidays in 
September, anticipating this "extra day" 
to do something for ourselves, when we 
got a telephone call from Shimonoseki 
telling us that Grandmother Muraoka had 
passed away and the funeral was to be 
held on the holiday. Years ago Grand-
mother Muraoka and her unmarried 
daughter, a piano teacher, had babysat 
for our girls, Chari and Stephanie, and 
we knew this funeral was top priority for 
us. It was our last earthly opportunity to 
honor this dear "Mother in Israel." 
Grandmother Muraoka was a through-
and-through Christian, not one foot in the 
church and one in the traditional Shinto-
Buddhist camp, as is the nemesis of so 
many who begin their Christian pilgrim-
age and then get bogged down with syn-
cretic baggage. 
She was a young, married woman 
with several children when she first heard 
the gospel. Some Salvation Army sol-
diers were singing on the street one day, 
and young Mrs. Muraoka was gripped by 
the words of the song: "There is only one 
God; believe in him . . . ." She had been 
worshiping before wooden and stone 
images all her life, but somehow the 
words of the song seemed right to her. 
She went to the street evangelists and 
asked about this one God. They talked to 
her and pointed her to a holiness church 
in her neighborhood, which nourished the 
faith that was born in her heart that day. 
Her husband, however, was adamant-
ly opposed to Yasu-kyo, as Christianity 
was called in those days, a derogatory 
epithet. He gave her a very hard time, as 
did his family and her family. The pastor 
at the funeral said this opposition by her 
husband and relatives only served to 
make her stronger in faith. 
Mr. Muraoka worked for the Japan 
Railroad. Without warning one day he 
suffered a stroke from which he never 
recovered. He continued in his opposi-
tion to Christianity, but shortly before he 
died at age 45, he said to his wife out of 
the blue, "A Christian funeral is all right, 
too." She was startled to hear those words 
from this man who had seemingly refused 
her witness to Jesus. But on the strength 
of those almost-last words he spoke, she 
gave him a Christian funeral. His family 
simply could not accept this; they re-
quested the bones, took them back to the 
family's ancestral home and gave them a 
Buddhist burial as well (it will be inter-
esting to learn about all this in heaven, 
when all such mysteries will be demysti-
fied!). 
In those days there were no elaborate 
retirement plans for workers. There were 
years of lean days as this young widow 
struggled to bring up, feed, clothe, and 
educate her four children. According to 
her daughter, her foundational Scriptures 
through those years were, "He that 
soweth in tears will reap in joy," and 
"Trust not in man whose life is but a 
breath; trust in God." I can imagine that 
her relatives hinted more than once, 
"Give up your Christian faith. Come back 
to the family traditions, and we will help 
you." But I can see Mrs. Muraoka each 
time reaffirming her decision to trust in 
God alone. 
No one ever knew her to voice a com-
plaint. She was thankful when things 
around her were good; she gave thanks 
when things went from bad to worse. "In 
everything" she gave thanks, as the New 
Testament encourages us to do—words 
most of us forget in the midst of difficul-
ties. 
Grandmother Muraoka turned 92 last 
year. In the middle of the summer her 
doctor discovered malignancies. He did 
not intend to operate, but he wanted to 
hospitalize her so he could control the 
pain he anticipated; however, there were 
no hospital beds available that week. So 
Grandmother went to church for the last 
time that Sunday and gave her testimony: 
"I am leaving you all very soon now to 
meet Jesus. Thank you for your love and 
care for me. Jesus has never failed me. 
Please be true to him and meet me in 
heaven. I've had a wonderful life." 
She entered the hospital the next day. 
Those first two weeks of August the vis-
itors who came to comfort Grandmother 
Muraoka said they received comfort and 
encouragement from her instead. Then 
gradually she slipped into a deep sleep. 
Two weeks later, without suffering or 
struggle, her spirit rose to meet the Savior 
she had loved with all her heart, mind, 
soul, and strength. The Church in Japan is 
left poorer by her passing, but the Church 
above has become richer. 
. . . and Mrs. 
Sagawa 
Lucille Graybill—Osaka, Japan 
At least 10 years ago, Mrs. Sagawa 
was an English student of mine. But it 
was quite a long time until she finally 
told me that she had been baptized as a 
Christian when she was in junior high 
school. We invited her to attend our meet-
ings in Nagoya, but she almost never 
came in the beginning. 
One day she began crying and said 
how difficult it was for her to be a Chris-
tian with opposition from her father-in-
law and husband. Mrs. Sato, the first 
Christian in the Nagoya church, began 
visiting her and became a good friend. 
While we were on furlough they had 
Bible study together. 
Finally, Mrs. Sagawa began coming 
to church. But she always left quickly 
when service was over. Her father-in-law 
died during those years, and her husband 
began to soften when they were having 
problems with one of their children. She 
called us one day while Rev. Bob Hempy 
was visiting from California, and we went 
together to see her. 
More time passed, and the new church 
building was becoming a reality. Mr. 
Sagawa came to the site one day to help 
clean up. But he never came to a service 
while we were in Nagoya. 
One of the first places we wanted to 
visit upon our return to Japan in January 
was Nagoya. While there we discovered 
that Mr. Sagawa is attending service 
almost every Sunday morning and is a 
part of the weekly beginners' Bible study, 
which will lead him to Jesus Christ. He 
greeted us warmly the Sunday we visit-
ed—a good sign to me. Mrs. Sagawa is 
also very active in the church and happy. 
God is good! Please pray for the salvation 
of Mr. Sagawa. As impossible as this 
seemed years ago, we know it is possible. 
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Allegheny Conference 
A concert by the 40-voice Living Miracles 
Choir was Apr. 25 at the Air Hill church, Cham-
bersburg, Pa. • The Chambersburg church min-
istered to 709 people in two Easter services. The 
youth and parents of the congregation had an 
Apr. 25 Polaroid scavenger hunt. • The 30s age 
group of the Fairview Ave. church, Waynes-
boro, Pa., enjoyed a progressive dinner Apr. 16. 
Lenora Stern spoke to the leadership team of the 
congregation on Apr. 17. • Former baseball 
player Pat Kelly led May 2-5 renewal services 
for the Five Forks congregation, Waynesboro. 
Six members were received Apr. 25. • An Arbor 
Day fellowship at the Hollowell church, Waynes-
boro, included desserts made from the products 
of trees. 
On Apr. 18 the Iron Springs church, Fair-
field, Pa., viewed the film "Zamperini: Still Car-
rying the Torch." • The Apr. 8 love feast of the 
Martinsburg, Pa., church included the asking of 
questions such as "Is this meal the same as what 
Jesus ate?" and "Why did we get so little to eat?" 
• The Montgomery church, Mercersburg, Pa., 
had spring renewal meetings Apr. 18-21 with 
Doug Kelchner. • Julie Verno, daughter of 
senior pastor Robert and Luanne Verno of the 
New Guilford church, Chambersburg, Pa., has 
been chosen to tour this summer with The Young 
Continentals. • Rev. and Mrs. Al Book shared 
about missions on Apr. 24, 25 with the 
Springhope congregation, Schellsburg, Pa. 
Pauline Mackie was the May 1 mother-daughter 
banquet speaker. 
Atlantic Conference 
Sixty-three were present at the men's fel-
lowship Good Friday breakfast of the Conoy 
church, Elizabethtown, Pa. Speaker was Dale 
Engle and music was by Steve Wander. • The 
Cross Roads church, Mount Joy, Pa., sponsored 
a free "attic swap" on Apr. 23, 24. The church 
was the site of an Apr. 18 Atlantic Conference 
quiz meet. • The Elizabethtown church hosted 
the Apr. 23 Atlantic Conference youth lock-in on 
the theme "The Great Adventure: Living Full 
Tilt for Jesus." • On Apr- 18 the Fairland 
church, Cleona, Pa., combined adult Sunday 
school classes for a four-week series, "Marks of 
a Healthy Family." Omar Zook of Philhaven 
Hospital was the first speaker. • The Fellow-
ship Chapel congregation, Bronx, N.Y., held an 
Apr. 24 financial seminar with Eric Mann. A 
singles event with musician George Hillman was 
that evening. 
Dawn Gearhart's theme at the mother-daugh-
ter banquet May 4 of the Free Grace church, 
Millersburg, Pa., was "Hospitality in the '90s." • 
The Harrisburg, Pa., church was the host site 
for the Atlantic Conference May 1 Women in 
Leadership seminar. • On Apr. 4 the Hummels-
town, Pa., church viewed the BCL "Family 
Album" video which premiered at General Con-
ference. Lane Hostetler led renewal services May 
2-5. • Sylvia and Jesse Charles spoke on Apr. 4, 
Disabilities Sunday, to the Lancaster, Pa., con-
gregation. Sandy Yocum's doll collection was 
the highlight of the May 7 mother-daughter ban-
quet. • The children's musical "Charlie 
Cherub—Go Into All the World" was Apr. 18 at 
the Manheim, Pa., church. • The Manor 
church, Mountville, Pa., held a combined Easter 
service at Lancaster Mennonite High School 
with soloists Gwendolyn Lentz, Rebecca Sin-
ners, the Chapel and Chime Choirs, and the Cen-
tral Pennsylvania Brass Ensemble. 
The Mastersonville church, Manheim, Pa., 
had a spaghetti supper Apr. 24 to benefit the 
building fund. Apr. 18 was the Pioneer Clubs 
banquet and award program. • On Apr. 23-25 
the Montoursville, Pa., church had "Challenge 
'93" with speaker Angel Valentin. The meetings 
resulted in one new Christian and one rededica-
tion. • A chorus time instead of a prelude pre-
ceded the worship Apr. 4 at the Mt. Pleasant 
church, Mount Joy, Pa. • On Apr. 25 the 
Palmyra, Pa., church enjoyed music by the Mes-
siah Village Singing Men and slides by Keith 
Ulery. • Dennis Dembrosky gave his testimony 
at the Apr. 4 evening service of the Pequea 
church, Lancaster, Pa. • The Refton, Pa., church 
sponsored a loss and grief recovery group for 
six weeks in March and April, led by Rev. Janet 
Peifer and Dawn Mills. 
On Apr. 4 the Silverdale, Pa., congregation 
had an ice cream and games night. Moderator 
Harvey Sider spoke Apr. 18. • The Skyline 
View church, Harrisburg, Pa., has a new newslet-
ter called The Messenger. Eight new members 
were received, and six baptized on Apr. 4. • The 
youth of the Souderton, Pa., church went on a 
trip to Washington, D.C. on May 8. The Pioneer 
Clubs Award Ceremony was Apr. 28. • Daryl 
and Lois Climenhaga shared a missions mes-
sage May 30 with the Speedwell Heights 
church, Lititz, Pa. Four new members were 
received Apr. 18. 
Canadian Conference 
At the Easter service of the Bridlewood 
church, Agincourt, Ont., Laurie Atkins present-
ed "Martha of Bethany." The church received 
five new members in April. • Lloyd Lovering 
was Easter guest speaker at the Delisle, Sask., 
church. The congregation viewed a video on 
Apr. 18 about Teen Missions Boot Camp and 
took an offering for Curtis Zoerb's summer mis-






Sponsored by the Board for Congregational Life 
through its Music Trust Fund 
These scholarships of $200 are to be used for private music lessons. 
Eligibility: 
1. Applicant must be a member or regular attender of a Brethren in 
Christ congregation. 
2. Applicant's age must be 14 to 19 as of September 1, 1993. 
3. Applicant must be presently studying music, and must be partic-
ipating in some way in the music program of the local congregation. 
4. Applicant must exhibit potential for assuming responsibilities in 
the area of church music. 
5. Recommendation by the pastor or a church musician must accom-
pany the application. 
Application deadline: August 31,1993. Plans are for the recipients 
to be notified by September 30. For a scholarship application, contact: 
Board for Congregational Life 
P.O. Box 290 
Grantham, PA 17027-0290 
(717) 697-2634 
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spoke during the Sunday school hour of the Falls 
View church, Niagara Falls, Ont., as part of a 
"Helping People Through Grief series which 
runs through August. • The Power Surge group 
of the Heise Hill congregation, Gormley, Ont., 
sponsored a pancake breakfast on Easter. James 
Cober was guest speaker on Apr. 18. • Carol 
Mitchell of the Kindersley, Sask., church depart-
ed Apr. 22 for a term of summer missions service 
in Romania. The Superb Men's Choir gave a 
concert on Apr. 25. 
Proceeds from a giant garage sale sponsored 
recently by the women of the Massey Place 
church, Saskatoon, Sask., went toward youth 
summer voluntary service. • The children's choir 
sang on Easter Sunday at the New Life church, 
Collingwood, Ont. Apr. 30 was AWANA 
awards night. • The North East Community 
church, Calgary, Alb., began a new study on 
Apr. 14: Family; Living Under the Same Leaky 
Roof. • On Apr. 4 the Oak Ridges, Ont., con-
gregation had opportunity to give to a church in 
Opava, Czechoslovakia. • The adult fellowship 
of the Orchard Creek fel lowship, St. 
Catharines, Ont., went on Apr. 2 to the play 
"Who Will Call Him King?" and had refresh-
ments afterwards. Apr. 25 was charter Sunday 
for the congregation. • Seven persons were bap-
tized Apr. 18 at the Port Colborne, Ont., church. 
The Ridgemount congregation, Hamilton, 
Ont., had a "bring-a-friend" breakfast on Apr. 11. 
• On Apr. 18 Forgiven Heart, a ministry team 
from Living Waters Mennonite Church, shared 
in drama and song with the Rosebank congre-
gation, Petersburg, Ont. • The Sherkston, Ont., 
church's missions conference was Apr. 21-25. 
May 2 was the "Sunday School Super Spectacu-
lar II." • The Ladies Auxiliary of the Spring-
vale, Ont., church met Apr. 5 with speaker Bev-
erly Powell, area coordinator of Mothers Who 
Care. • The Stayner, Ont., church had an Apr. 
24 skating party at Wasaga Stars Arena. • The 
youth of the Upper Oaks church, Oakville, Ont., 
had a 30-hour famine sleepover the weekend of 
May 7. A Mother's Day brunch was May 9 after 
the service. • An Easter sunrise service at the 
Wainfleet, Ont., church featured music by the 
choir and other vocalists, and shared testimonies. 
Club leaders have reported six conversions this 
year. • The Welland, Ont., church hosted an 
Apr. 26 "Praise Fest" with area Brethren in 
Christ churches. • Five persons were baptized 
Easter evening at the Westheights church, 
Kitchener, Ont. A Good Friday offering of 
Coming Together 
50 years 
MEMORIAL HOLINESS CAMP 
July 17-25,1993 
The Special Golden Anniversary 
"Coming Together" 
is a time for 
As we near the close of the 20th century—perhaps even the climax 
of this age of grace—there is a growing urgency about doing God's 
work. Like the "tarrying" of Acts 1, this 50th anniversary week of 
Coming Together is a golden opportunity for God's people to 
rededicate themselves—time, talent, all—to the glory of God. Such 
corporate availability to the Lord of Lords could again open the 
way for a rushing, mighty wind to propel contemporary followers 
of Jesus toward the 21st century with spiritual power and grace. So 
be it! 
Program, inquiries: Hank Chafin (513) 275-2396 
Lodging information: Bob Fillers (513) 849-0645 
$1,000 went for congregational benevolent 
needs. 
Central Conference 
Doug McConnaughay delivered the Easter 
sunrise message at the Amherst church, Massil-
lon, Ohio. A guess-who's-coming-to-dinner was 
Apr. 18. • "Up from the Grave" was the Easter 
cantata given by the Beulah Chapel church, 
Springfield, Ohio. • Dave McGarvey spoke Apr. 
21 representing the Board for Congregational 
Life to the Carland-Zion church, Owosso, 
Mich. The New Vision Band ministered on Apr. 
17. • The Christian Union congregation, Gar-
rett, Ind., had a guess-who's-coming-to-dinner 
on Apr. 25. • April 25 was a big day for the 
Fairview church, Englewood, Ohio: The 
Howard Garvers were back for a visit and meal; 
Michael Holland was ordained in the afternoon; 
and a concert of prayer was in the evening. 
The Highland church, West Milton, Ohio, 
hosted "Ministry Day" on May 15, with a 
women in ministry discussion in the morning 
and presentations by the BCL in the afternoon. • 
A nine-week study of spiritual gifts began May 
2 at the Lakeview church, Goodrich, Mich. 
Twelve new members were received on Apr. 11. 
• The theme of the Apr. 20 mother-daughter 
banquet of the Nappanee, Ind., church was "The 
Fruit of the Spirit." • Bishop Ginder led several 
services May 5-18 for the Peace Chapel church, 
Ravenna, Ohio. • The women of the Northgate 
church, Tipp City, Ohio, went bowling on Apr. 
20. Bishop Ginder ied an Apr. 25 seminar on 
"Communication and Collaboration." 
On Apr. 18 Henry Miller shared his perspec-
tives on urban ministries with the Pleasant Hill, 
Ohio, church, based on many years of service in 
the Bronx. • Pastor McConnaughay of the Sippo 
Valley church, Massillon, Ohio, was inducted 
recently into the Ashland Seminary chapter of 
Eta Beta Rho, national scholastic honor society 
for students of the Hebrew language and cul-
ture. • Jack Slough, missionary in Norway, was 
Apr. 18 guest speaker for the Union Grove 
church, New Paris, Ind. Members of the congre-
gation visited Temple Beth-El in South Bend on 
Apr. 23. 
Midwest Conference 
On May 15 the Explorers Class of the Abi-
lene, Kan., church had an "Invite Everyone Mex-
ican Dinner." • On Apr. 23 the Bethany church 
hosted Michael Reardon's memorized dramatic 
presentation of the Gospel of Matthew. Bertha 
Nichols was speaker at the Apr. 24 mother-
daughter brunch. • The Mound Park congrega-
tion, Dallas Center, Iowa, had a farewell carry-in 
meal Apr. 4 in honor of interim pastoral couple 
Jesse and Wilma Dourte. Revival services with 
Ron Bowell were Apr. 18-23. • Tanya Small-
canyon was teacher for Apr. 26-30 Bible studies 
for the Navajo Chapel congregation, Bloom-
field, N.M. Tim Stoner left recently for a five-
month stint of service with MDS in Louisiana. • 
The Oklahoma City, Okla., church sponsored 
an adult retreat May 14-16 at Holiday Inn, Elk 
City, with resource person Dave Barnett of 
Mechanicsburg, Pa., on the theme "Keys to 
Understanding Yourself and Others." • The 
Primetimers group of the Rosebank congrega-
tion, Hope, Kan., had an Apr. 30 salad and sand-
wich supper with music by Pat and Eldon Riffel. 
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• On the evening of Apr. 25 the Zion congrega-
tion, Abilene, viewed the Board for World Mis-
sions video and took an offering for the "Train-
ing Leadership in South Africa" project. 
Pacific Conference 
Mike Duncan, graduate of Fuller Seminary, 
has joined the staff of the Alta Loma, Calif., 
congregation as associate pastor. An open house 
was held recently in honor of the 97th birthday of 
former missionary to India, Charles Engle. • The 
Chino, Calif., church is initiating TLC (Tender 
Loving Care) groups with the purpose of evan-
gelism, discipleship, and pastoral care. The 
groups have leaders called lay pastors and meet 
at least twice per month. • A new women's sup-
port group began meeting in April at the Moreno 
church, Moreno Valley, Calif. Attendance on 
Easter was 356. • The New Community church, 
Pomono, Calif., experienced a record attendance 
of 159 on two Sundays this past winter. • The 
Ontario, Calif., church had a continental break-
fast between services on Easter. A new Monday 
Bible study on Revelation has begun, led by 
Vern Engberg. • Ronald Creculius, former chap-
lain at George Fox College, was the Apr. 18 
speaker at the Pacific Highway church, Salem, 
Ore. Six new members were received on Easter. 
• The Upland, Calif., church hosted a day-long 
Kid's Crusade on May 22 with Mary Rice Hop-
kins and Company in concert. 
Southeast Conference 
Don and Kelly Price from station JOYFM 
were musicians for the May 13 Mother's Day 
dinner of the Community Bible church, Sara-
sota, Fla. • Apr. 4 was Friend Day at the Hold-
en Park church, Orlando, Fla. A church picnic 
was Apr. 18. • The May 8-9 missions weekend 
at the Millerfield's church, Columbia, Ky., fea-
tured the video "The Wait of the World." • The 
Winchester, Va., church had an Apr. 17 all-day 
retreat with Eugene Wingert. 
Susquehanna Conference 
The youth of the Big Valley congregation, 
Belleville, Pa., presented "Portraits of the Sav-
ior" on the evening of Apr. 4. • In April and 
May the Carlisle, Pa., church had six sessions on 
skill development for group leaders, led by Pas-
tor Shank. • J. Andrew Stoner led a family life 
weekend Apr. 24-25 for the Cedar Grove 
church, Mifflintown, Pa. • The women's fel-
lowship of the Cedar Heights congregation, 
Mill Hall, Pa., sponsored a progressive dinner 
Apr. 6 at five different homes. • The Jacobs 
Brothers were in concert Easter evening at the 
Cumberland Valley church, Dillsburg, Pa. • 
"Famous Kids of the Bible" was the musical pre-
sentation Apr. 3 and 4 at the Dillsburg church. 
Apr. 25 was anniversary-homecoming day 
at the Fairview church, Reesers Summit, Pa., 
with music by the Peters family from Virginia 
and a carry-in meal. • The Hanover, Pa., church 
has an Abraham prayer hour at 6:00 a.m. each 
Tuesday. Sub, and ham and cheese sandwich 
sales were held in April. • The Jemison Valley 
church, Westfield, Pa., had Apr. 4-6 spring 
renewal services with Jack Yost. • Easter speak-
er at the Locust Grove church, York, Pa., was 
Ernie Francisco. • The youth of the Marsh 
Creek church, Howard, Pa., sponsored a craft 
E.V. Timelines 
100 Years Ago 
June 1, 1893 issue—Under "Novel Reading": "Among the many 
evils surrounding the youth of our land, and amidst the outcry against 
drink and such things, there is one powerful factor in the demoraliza-
tion of mankind that is sadly overlooked . . . novel reading.... We do 
not condemn all fiction as bad, as some is useful and edifying, such as 
"Pilgrim's Progress," "Prince of the House of David," etc. . . . The 
class we object to is that great torrent of cheap, trashy, polluting fiction 
that sells for a dime a piece in book form, or is strung out in install-
ments in the daily and weekly papers."—F. Elliott, Richmond Hill, Ont. 
June 15, 1893 issue—"The Gospel Tent is now erected in Abilene, 
Kans., and is daily used for religious services. . . . The attitude and 
interest are good. How long it will remain here, we do not know...." 
"On Thursday afternoon, May 25, the house of worship in Abilene, 
built and owned by the Brethren in Christ Church, was burned. The loss 
is estimated at about $1200. About $900 is secured by insurance in the 
Brethren's Fire Aid. The fire was caused by lightning." 
75 Years Ago 
June 3, 1918 issue—In his report on General Conference, Editor 
Detweiler reflects on the year 1889 (the first year he attended a Gen-
eral Conference): "It was the time of our first acquaintance with the 
Kansas brethren, Samuel Zook, Jesse Engle, B.B. Engle, J.M. Sheetz, 
J.H. Eshelman with others. . . . The Visitor was in its infancy then. 
Sanctification teaching in its modern form was not then acute as it 
became some years later. The fire baptism movement was not thought 
of at that time. Foreign Missions were yet a thing lying dormant so far 
as the brethren were concerned." 
50 Years Ago 
June 7, 1943 issue—"Ira L. Eisenhower, son of the late Rev. Jacob 
Eisenhower, died . . . Mar. 29, 1943. . . . Ira Eisenhower was an uncle 
of General Dwight D. Eisenhower. Interment was in Topeka, Kansas, 
where he was pastor of City of God Mission." 
June 21, 1943 issue—included the statement adopted by General 
Conference: [Anyone] "accepting combatant military service thereby 
declares himself to be out of fellowship with the Brethren in Christ 
Church, and by this act voluntarily resigns his membership.. . ." 
25 Years Ago 
June 17, 1968 issue (devoted to the urban racial crisis)—"Many 
Negroes of the ghetto have lost all faith in the promises of the white 
man. They . . . are going to fight white violence with black violence" 
(Carl L. Good). "Black people must be released from the racist 
bondage of white America so that they might serve their God . . . dis-
cover themselves and their own beauty and dignity" (Curtis E. Burrell, 
Jr.). 
10 Years Ago 
June 1983 issue—Roger C. Sider, in "United in Christ: Confronting 
the Secular": "Precisely at that historical moment when our brother-
hood has emerged from its cocoon of separation, we find ourselves 
immersed in a world which is profoundly destructive to a vital spiritual 
faith. One can scarcely imagine more perilous timing." 
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Brethren in Christ Historical Society 
Annual Meeting 
July 10,1993 
This meeting brings together for the first time since the 1850s the 
three groups that were at one time members together of the River 
Brethren—the Old Order River Brethren, the United Zion Church, 
and the Brethren in Christ Church. 
Morning 
Time: 10:00 a.m. to 12 noon 
Place of meeting: The United Zion Church, Elizabethtown, PA 
Program: Clyde Martin (United Zion Church historian), chair-
man 
Devotions and singing 
The Common Heritage—E. Morris Sider, Brethren in Christ 
Archivist 
The Life of the Three Groups Today 
The United Zion Church—Donald Martzell, pastor of 
the Elizabethtown Church 
The Old Order River Brethren—Stephen Scott, historian 
and author 
The Brethren in Christ Church—Esther Spurrier, member 
of the Board for World Missions 
Noon 
Brown bag lunch in the Elizabethtown United Zion Church 
Afternoon 
Time: 1:00-4:00 p.m. 
Tour of the historic sites of the three groups 
Leaders: John Engle (Brethren in Christ), Brinser Heistand (Unit-
ed Zion), Myron Dietz (Old Order River Brethren) 
Bus transportation provided by the Elizabethtown United Zion 
Church (charge of $1 a person). Travel by car also available. 
Dinner 
Time: 5:30 p.m. 
Place: Samuel Conley (Old Order River Brethren) farm. Dinner is 
provided by the Old Order River Brethren. An evening offer-
ing will be taken to help cover the expenses of the meal. 
Evening 
Time: 7:00 p.m. 
Place: Barn on Samuel Conley farm 
Program: Lane Hostetter (President, Brethren in Christ His-
torical Society), chairman 
Devotions: Lined singing, testimonies, prayer 
Visions for the Future 
The Old Order River Brethren—Bishop David Sauder 
The Brethren in Christ—Bishop John Hawbaker 
The United Zion Church—Bishop Luke Showalter 
The public is invited to attend any or all sessions. For directions 
to the various locations, contact E. Morris Sider, Messiah College, 
Grantham PA 17027; telephone (717) 691-6048 or 766-7767. 
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and food sale May 22 at Beech Creek Commu-
nity Center. • "Women Ministering to Women" 
was the theme of Beverly Weinfold as she spoke 
at the Apr. 17 Women's Ministry Luncheon of 
the Mechanicsburg, Pa., church. 
Alf Revell from England was Holy Week 
speaker for the Messiah Village congregation, 
Mechanicsburg, Pa. • David Barr, formerly with 
the Billy Graham Assoc, led an Apr. 7-11 pre-
Easter crusade for the Redland Valley congre-
gation, York Haven, Pa. • The youth of the 
Roseglen congregation, Duncannon, Pa., were in 
charge of the Apr. 18 evening service in honor of 
Youth Appreciation Day. On Apr. 21 the con-
gregation began an evening series on "Who We 
Are and What We Believe." 
For The Record 
Births 
Burkholder: Jordan Lee, Apr. 3; Robert and 
Sallie (Fisher) Burkholder, Manor congregation, 
Pa. 
Cross: William Cody, Mar. 21; Michael and 
Wendy (Nace) Cross, Fairview congregation, 
Pa. 
Groff: Austin James, Mar. 29; Carl and 
Mindy (Brubaker) Groff, Lancaster congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Hawes: Bradford Thomas, Mar. 29; Wayne 
and Judy (Davison) Hawes, Falls View congre-
gation, Ont. 
Herr: Andrew John, Apr. 2; John and Kath-
leen (Brown) Herr, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Hoover: Nina Elaine, Apr. 20, 1984; cho-
sen daughter Apr. 16, 1993, of Wendell and 
Dorothy (Chupp) Hoover, Nappanee congrega-
tion, Ind. 
John: Jeremiah Jacob, Apr. 20; Don and 
Mary John, Five Forks congregation, Pa. 
Kauffman: Lenore Esther, Apr. 2; Howard 
and Cheryl (Mann) Kauffman, Dillsburg con-
gregation, Pa. 
Kreider: Blake Andrew, Mar. 8; Frank and 
Lori Kreider, Manheim congregation, Pa. 
Mashinter: Joshua Ryan, Apr. 8; Charles 
and Rebecca (Timbers) Mashinter, Wainfleet 
congregation, Ont. 
McFarland: Janelle Marie, Apr. 13; Joe and 
Ruth (Wolgemuth) McFarland, Cross Roads 
congregation, Pa. 
Perry: Collin Russell, Apr. 15; Greg and 
Robin Perry, Five Forks congregation, Pa. 
Peters: Janelle Renee, Feb. 22; Jerry and 
Barb Peters, Manheim congregation, Pa. 
Rosenbaum: Alexander Scott, Apr. 24; Scott 
and April (Martin) Rosenbaum, New Guilford 
congregation, Pa. 
Sheaffer: Chloe Mae, Apr. 22; Jim and Sue 
(Stoner) Sheaffer, Cedar Grove congregation, 
Pa. 
Strine: Aaron Tyson, Feb. 25; Rick and 
Holly (Besecker) Strine, Five Forks congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Todd: Kaleigh Faun, Feb. 27; Kevin and 
Lynn (Mater) Todd, Heise Hill congregation, 
Ont. 
Evangelical Visitor 
Weaver: Spencer James, Mar. 31; Duane 
and Mary (Schmeltz) Weaver, Nappanee con-
gregation, Ind. 
Winger: Joshua Douglas, Feb. 22; Douglas 
and Mary Jane (Pike) Winger, Westheights con-
gregation, Ont. 
Wolff: Madison Elaine, Apr. 19; Jeff and 
Lauri Wolff, Five Forks congregation, Pa. 
Yoder: James Nelson, Mar. 29; Wynne and 
Harriet Yoder, Montoursville congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Bledsoe - Zook: Teresa, daughter of Verle 
and Katy Zook, Wakefield, Kan., and Kelly, son 
of Mauris and Lois Bledsoe and the late Ruth 
Bledsoe, Wichita, Kan., Apr. 3, at Zion Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. David Wine officiat-
ing. 
Dailey - Crider: Crystal Louise, daughter 
of Nancy Crider, Dillsburg, Pa., and Cory Delon 
Dailey, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Blouse, 
York, Pa., Mar. 21, at Cumberland Valley Breth-
ren in Christ Church with Rev. Ray Bert offici-
ating. 
Zimmerman - Asper: Leigh Anne, daughter 
of Ken and Vera Asper, Lititz, Pa., and Randy 
Lyn, son of John and Florence Zimmerman, 
Akron, Pa., Mar. 27, at Evangel Assembly of 
God with Rev. Jerel Book and Rev. Arnold 
Wheatley officiating. 
Obituaries 
Beauregard: Christopher Wayne Beaure-
gard, born Aug. 25, 1960, in Los Angeles, Calif., 
died Feb. 6. Surviving are his father, Arthur L. 
Beauregard; his mother, Pearlie Whitefield; a 
brother, Arthur Jr.; and two sisters, Velma Tay-
lor and Tracy Petris. He was a member of the 
Ontario congregation, Calif., where the funeral 
was held with Rev. Kirk Zehnder and Rev. J. 
Ralph Wenger officiating. Interment was in For-
est Lawn Cemetery. 
Erdman: Effie Marie Erdman, bom July 30, 
1914, in Elizabethville, Pa., died Mar. 27. Sur-
viving are two sisters, Eunice Matter and Rheba 
Garman; and three nephews. Effie was a member 
of the Free Grace congregation, Pa. She dedi-
cated her life to serving others—helping the 
lonely, poor, sick, children, and handicapped. 
The funeral was held at the church with Rev. 
Edwin R. Kessler and Rev. Luke Keefer Sr. offi-
ciating. Interment was in Maple Grove Ceme-
tery. 
Floyd: Barbara Floyd, bom Jan. 13, 1943, 
died Apr. 18. Surviving are her husband, Chester 
A. Floyd Jr.; three sons, Rick, Brian, and 
Micheal; and five daughters, Pamela Buckwalter, 
Kim Stauffer, Melanie Baker, Becky Jo, and 
Kelly. She was a member of the Cross Roads 
congregation, Pa. The funeral was held at the 
Sheetz Funeral Home with Rev. Dale H. Engle 
officiating. 
Geesaman: Carmon Maude Geesaman, born 
Dec. 15, 1901, in Frederick County, Md., died 
Apr. 15. Surviving are a daughter, Carmon Glad-
hill; two sons, H. Joseph and Aaron Jr.; a sister, 
Miriam Miller; a half-sister, Catherine Stands-
berry; and three half-brothers, Hiram Kipe Jr., 
Martin Kipe, and Harold Kipe. Carmon was a 
member of the Fairview Ave. congregation, Pa., 
since the church was constructed, and broke 
ground for the new sanctuary in 1972. She taught 
"Be Confident-Following the Holy 
Spirit" CHA convention theme 
The 125th annual convention of the 
Christian Holiness Association convened 
April 20-22, 1993, in Lansing, Michigan. 
The convention theme was "Be Confi-
dent—Following the Holy Spirit." 
The convention offered inspiring mes-
sages and biblical teaching, seminars and 
fellowship. An extra feature on this 
anniversary year was a plenary session 
when the program chairman, John A. 
Byers, interviewed four of the six execu-
tive directors who have served the Chris-
tian Holiness Association. The dialogue 
focused on what the Christian Holiness 
Association's purpose is and how it plans 
to help member groups with their min-
istry. 
Twelve Brethren in Christ attended 
the Wednesday morning denominational 
breakfast. Time was given to talking 
about ways the denomination can both 
share and receive from our relationship 
with the association. Two additional 
Brethren in Christ attended the Thursday 
sessions. 
Dr. Burnis Bushong has announced 
his plans to retire as the executive direc-
tor. A search is in process for a replace-
ment. 
The 1994 Convention will convene 
April 19-21 in Nashville, Tennessee. The 
theme is "Personal Holiness for the 21st 
Century." 
Sunday school for 40 years. The funeral was at 
Grove Funeral Home with Rev. Rodney White 
officiating. Interment was in Jacob's Cemetery. 
Main: Sandra Diann Main, born Sept. 30, 
1943, daughter of Lila and the late Robert 
Osburn, died Apr. 11. Preceding her in death 
was an infant brother, Timothy. Surviving are 
her husband, James Main; three children, Rhon-
da Rickman, Shawn, and Alison; a sister, Lynda 
Anderson; and two brothers, Phillip and Dana. 
She was a valued member of the Wainfleet con-
gregation, Ont., and worked extensively with the 
seniors of the church. The funeral was held at the 
church with Rev. Charles Mashinter and Rev. 
W. Edward Rickman officiating. Interment was 
in Maple Lawn Cemetery. 
Raucci: Sisto Raucci, born Nov. 2, 1912, in 
Italy, died Mar. 22. Surviving is his wife, Laura 
C. (Taintor). Sisto was a member of the Per-
kiomen Valley congregation, Pa., where the 
funeral was held with Rev. David Croxford offi-
ciating. Interment was in the church cemetery. 
Wagner: Betty L. Wagner, born Oct. 29, 
1931, died Mar. 31. Surviving are her husband, 
Glenn; two sons, Keith and Todd; her mother, 
Kathryn Martin; a brother, James Martin; and a 
sister, Faye Wagner. Betty was a former opera-
tor with United Telephone, and a food service 
worker for Bethany Village Retirement Com-
munity. She was a member of the Cumberland 
Valley congregation, Pa., where the funeral was 
held with Rev. Ray Bert officiating. Interment 
was in Dillsburg Cemetery. 
Wenger: Roy Harper Wenger, born Mar. 3, 
1897, son of Samuel H. and Sadie (Wenger) 
Wenger, died Mar. 10. Preceding him death was 
his first wife, Ruth E. Niesley; and a grandson, 
William N. Wenger. Surviving are his wife, 
Miriam L. (Heise); a son, William N.; a daugh-
ter, Elizabeth Hatfield; 7 grandchildren; and 13 
great-grandchildren. Roy graduated in 1916 from 
Chambersburg High School, and attended Mes-
siah College, Aurora College, and Princeton Uni-
versity. For 33 years he operated Wengers Store 
in Carlisle. He was president of the Carlisle Dis-
trict Sunday School Association, president of 
Carlisle Family Guidance Clinic, treasurer of the 
Migrant Committee Work of Cumberland Coun-
ty, member of Kiwanis, on the board of directors 
of Carlisle United Fund, and the board of trustees 
of Carlisle Hospital. He had resided at Messiah 
Village. The funeral service was held at the 
Carlisle church with Rev. Kenneth D. Hoke and 
Rev. H. Carl Shank officiating. Interment was in 
Valley Memorial Gardens. 
Tribute 
We thank God for the ministry that Roy 
Wenger had in the Brethren in Christ Church, 
especially in the Carlisle church and surrounding 
area. He served as pastor of the Carlisle church 
for 26 years, from 1928 to 1954, and was later 
named as Pastor Emeritus, a recognition of the 
love and high regard the congregation had for 
him. 
Rev. Wenger was a progressive leader. He 
wanted the church to make a difference in the 
community, and he helped the church to live and 
serve on a high level so that it earned the respect 
of the community. He regarded other people with 
kindness and compassion, and was quick to help 
anyone in need. His efforts to build the Carlisle 
church were untiring. Even in those times when 
his progressive ideas were not accepted by the 
church as a whole, he served with love and gra-
ciousness. 
On two different occasions he assisted in 
writing or revising the Brethren in Christ minis-
ters' manual. He also wrote a history of the Cum-
berland District, which included the Carlisle 
church. 
Rev. Wenger was a strong promoter of Chris-
tian higher education and served on the Board of 
Trustees of Messiah College. He also was an 
advocate of world missions, showing personal 
interest in missionaries and supporting them 
through his encouragement, financial giving and 
prayers. He continued an active prayer life as 
long as his health permitted. 
We express our thanks to God for the long 
and fruitful ministry of Rev. Wenger. 
John B. Hawbaker 
Bishop, Susquehanna Conference 
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Giving is a topic that makes some 
people nervous. They think money and 
giving are private things. Let me tell 
you about a recent seminar I attended 
which Stanley Hauerwas gave on Chris-
tian community. Hauerwas has been on 
the faculty of Duke University Divinity 
School for 20 years. He is convinced 
that when people join a church they 
ought to stand in front of the congrega-
tion and declare their salary figure 
because, he says, the church is a com-
munity, not a lot of private individuals 
gathered together. 
Well, that caused people in this 
group of 50 to laugh nervously, and 
then somebody challenged him, "Why 
don't you tell us your salary then?" 
Hauerwas paused briefly and then 
responded, "O.K., that's fair. I earn 
$76,000." 
Well, we all laughed a little ner-
vously again, for we all respond to dis-
cussions about money in similar ways. 
We're concerned about money. In the 
church here we know when the giving is 
doing well, and when it's not, and we 
don't want people to know how much 
we give. 
How do we learn to give? I learned 
from my father, watching the way he 
carefully put aside each week a tithe of 
his salary for church. Maybe your father 
did also. I also learn how to give from 
the Bible. When I read its pages I find 
that it says a lot about giving. Let's look 
at one verse in Luke 6:38: "Give, and it 
will be given to you. A good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together and run-
ning over, will be poured into your lap. 
For with the measure you use, it will be 
measured to you." 
I asked a person this week, "What 
does that verse say to you about giv-
ing?" And he replied, "I've always had 
a problem with that verse because it 
sounds like what you give, you get back 
and that's not the right motivation for 
giving." 
I understand that, and it made me 
want to look closely at Luke 6. It's part 
of Luke's version of the Sermon on the 
Mount. There are three points to what 
Jesus says about giving in this verse: 
1. A command 
2. A promise 
3. A mathematical principle 
We obey the command, hold onto 
the promise, and leave the math up to 
God. 
1. The command Jesus sets forth is 
the first word of verse 38 and it is clear, 
"Give." In the Old Testament there had 
been commands about giving. One is in 
Deuteronomy 14, "Set aside a tenth." 
So in the Old Testament the command 
was about a specific amount. In the 
New Testament it is simply a command 
to give. 
Well, how much do you give? One 
thing about the tithe principle of the Old 
Testament, no matter what you earned, 
you knew God's guideline; but when 
Jesus says "give," there isn't a guide-
line. So, let me tell you a 75-year-old 
story that I heard 25 years ago. It's 
about Oswald Smith from the People's 
Church in Toronto. 
/ commenced my pastorate on the 
first Sunday of January, at a time when 
they were holding their Annual Mis-
sionary Convention. Now I knew noth-
ing about a convention. I had never 
seen one in all my life. I didn't know 
the first thing to do. So I just sat there 
on the platform and watched. 
The ushers were going up and down 
the aisles giving out envelopes. Present-
ly, to my amazement, one of the ushers 
had the audacity to walk right up the • 
aisle and hand me—the pastor—one of 
the envelopes. I sat there holding it in 
my hand. Never will I forget that 
moment. I can still remember it as 
though it were yesterday. 
As I held it I read it: "In dependence 
upon God I will endeavor to give 
toward the Missionary Work of the 
Church $ during the coming year." 
I had never read such a statement be-
fore. It was the first time in my life that 
I had ever been in a missionary con-
vention. I did not know that morning 
God was going to deal with me and 
teach me a lesson that I was never to 
forget. 
At first I started to pray. I said, 
"Lord God, I can't do anything. You 
know I liave nothing. I liaven 't a cent in 
the bant I haven't anything in my pock-
et. This church only pays me $25 a 
week. I have a wife and child to keep. 
We are trying to buy our home, and 
everything is sky-high in price." 
"I know that," the Lord said. "I 
know you are only getting $25 a week. I 
know you have nothing in your pocket 
and nothing in the bank." 
"Well, then," I continued, "that set-
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ties it. I have nothing to give and I can-
not give anything." 
It was then the Lord spoke. I will 
never forget it. 
"I am not asking you for what you 
have," he said. 
"You are not asking me for what I 
have, Lord? Then what are you ask-
ing?" I replied. 
"I am asking you for a faith offering. 
How much can you trust me for?" 
Now, of course, I knew nothing at 
all about a faith offering. I had never 
given such an offering in my life. But I 
knew the Lord was speaking. I thought 
he might say $5 or perhaps even $10. 
Once in my life I had given $3. But 
never more. I almost trembled as I wait-
ed for the answer. 
Presently it came. Now I am not 
going to ask you to believe that God 
spoke to me in an audible voice, but he 
might just as well have done so. I was 
scarcely conscious of the congregation, 
as I sat there with my eyes closed, lis-
tening to the voice of God. God was 
dealing with me that morning, though I 
did not realize it at the time. 
"How much can I give?" I asked. 
"Fifty dollars." 
"Fifty dollars," I exclaimed. "Why, 
Lord, that's two weeks' salary. How can 
I ever get $50?" 
But again the Lord spoke and it was 
still the same amount. It was just as 
clear to me as though he had spoken in 
an audible voice. 
I can still remember how my hand 
trembled as I took my pencil, signed my 
name and address and wrote in the 
amount of $50. 
Now, how I ever paid it I don't know 
to this day. All I know is that every 
month I had to pray for $4, and every 
month God sent it in some miraculous 
way. At the end of the year I had paid 
the entire amount—$50. 
But this is what I want to make clear. 
I received such a blessing, there came 
to my heart such a fullness of the Spir-
it, it was such a thrill, that as I paid the 
final amount, I realized that it had been 
one of the greatest experiences of my 
life. " 
So great was the spiritual blessing 
that had come to me because I had 
given a faith offering, I had trusted God 
for a certain amount, had given in a 
scriptural way, that the next year at the 
convention I doubled the amount and 
gave $100. And from that day to this I 
have been sending on thousands upon 
thousands of dollars to the Bank of 
Heaven. If I had waited until I had it, I 
never would have given it because I 
never would have had it. But I gave it 
when I didn 't have it. I gave a faith 
offering and God honored it. 
What about you? Have you given a 
faith promise offering? If not, give it 
and God will honor you for it. 
2. There is the command; there is 
also a promise. The promise is sure 
because of who made it. 
I got a VCR Plus programmer this 
fall, a kind of electronic bar code. The 
instruction booklet was about 20 pages 
long. It had a number of steps which 
essentially said, "If you do this, here is 
what will happen." Now that's the same 
pattern we find in Luke 6:38: "If you 
give, here's what will happen—it will 
be given to you." 
In the New Testament Jesus made a 
lot of promises. Is he going to keep 
them? He certainly is. God is on the line 
about this promise of giving. And yet 
God's response to giving is not like the 
capitalist system. 
Let's say you invest in an integrated 
forest products company like Potlatch 
whose profits analysts expect will rise 
20 percent in 1993. Can God guarantee 
that sort of return? You know, you give 
$100 in the offering this morning and 
you get $120 back this week? Of course 
God doesn't do that. He gives personal-
ly. The verse says, "You give and it will 
be given to you." You don't get a rate of 
return. Usually another person gives 
you something freely. That's the way 
God gives, personally. It's not automat-
ic. 
Further, you don't usually get back 
the same sort of thing that you give. 
That's because God knows what you 
really need. At one time in my life I got 
envelopes with the weekly rent money 
in them, exactly at the time I needed to 
go to the landlady and pay my rent. 
Another time when I had been praying 
for a wife who would be God's person 
for me, I met Nancy within six months. 
Another time I got a job when I wasn't 
sure what to try next and the job offer 
came the same week my job benefits 
from the previous job stopped. 
You see, God knows what we really 
need. Sometimes it's a card from a 
friend; sometimes it's money; some-
times it's help moving. God gives what 
we need, and being naive in your faith 
may be a good thing. Kids at school 
make fun of you if you're naive, but 
naivete means you have a sense of won-
der at whatever God does, like a kid at 
Christmas. C.S. Lewis once said, "All 
our offerings, whether of music or mar-
tyrdom, are like the intrinsically worth-
less present of a child, which, a father 
values indeed, but values only for the 
intention." 
Recently a person told me, "Giving 
is a frame of mind where you show you 
aren't tied to money or possessions, 
you're not counting every shekel; 
Scrooge-like, you're not holding onto 
things." Then, with that attitude domi-
nant, Jesus' promise will be fulfilled 
and something will be given to you. 
3. There is a command and a 
promise, and then Jesus gives a mathe-
matical principle for how God gives. 
Step 1, you give. Step 2, God's giving 
principle is to return you something. 
And then step 3, Jesus gives the math: 
"Good measure, pressed down, shak-
en together, running over." My dad 
once told a story about going into a lit-
tle neighborhood store as a boy in the 
days when they had candy at 50 a hand-
ful from barrels in the store. You put 
your hand in this little barrel and the 
store keeper would put the candy from 
your handful in a bag and you got a 
whole handful for 50. So dad was in 
there one day—he was just a little kid, 
could barely see into the barrel—and 
he couldn't decide. The owner came 
over and saw dad looking up at this bar-
rel and he reached in, took a handful of 
candy and gave it to my dad. Now the 
store keeper's hands were twice as big 
as my dad's hands, so when he gave the 
candy to Dad, it filled up both hands 
and some dropped onto the floor. 
That's the way God uses math when 
he gives. 
There is another thing about this 
math of God. The last part of the verse 
says, "With the measure you use it will 
be measured to you." Here's where we 
see that the Christian mechanism is not 
external—a percent of your salary. It's 
internal, a heart attitude. I heard a story 
that illustrates this. There was a foreman 
who worked for a builder and he was a 
continued on page 26 
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Canadian Conference publishes 
Seniors' Ministry Manual 
A comprehensive Seniors' Ministry 
Manual has been published by the Cana-
dian Conference of the Brethren in Christ 
Church. This is particularly timely since 
the need for a ministry with the elderly is 
greater than ever before. The dramatic 
increase in the number of older people in 
proportion to the rest of the population, 
coupled with the cutbacks in government 
funding and the emphasis on making it 
possible for older people to stay in their 
own homes as long as possible, creates a 
need for a wide variety of support ser-
vices. Congregations and parishes have 
unique opportunities and resources to 
develop programs and services to meet 
the current needs. They are able to 
respond quickly, like a family or neighbor 
would, without the bureaucracy and 
A time to build, a 19-minute video, 
tells the stories of three communities 
in Ei Salvador who are recovering 
from the country's 12-year civil war. 
Although these communities suffered 
terribly, they still have faith that God 
is with them. 
To order contact the following offices: 
c •V Mennonite Central Committee 
Mennonite Central Committee and MCC U.S. 
21 South 12th Street, PO Box 500, Akron, PA 
17501-0500 
(717)859-1151 (717)859-3889 
Mennonite Central Committee Canada 
134 Plaza Drive, Winnipeg, MB R3T 5K9 
(204)261-6381 
restrictions of community agencies which 
receive government funding. 
Organizing a ministry for older per-
sons requires a vision. It also requires 
knowing the objectives and specific steps 
necessary to translate the vision into real-
ity. The 528-page manual has been 
designed to provide practical help in 
motivating people to become involved in 
the vision, information on how to orga-
nize the congregation, and practical "how 
to" steps required to develop support ser-
vices. These services include friendly vis-
iting, telephone assurance, transportation, 
home help, shopping and meal services. 
Even congregations who have no 
older persons will find the manual useful. 
Examples are the chapters on "Mobiliz-
ing Volunteers," "Intergenerational Pro-
grammes," "You and Your Aging Par-
ents" (focusing on the "sandwich gener-
ation"), "Ministry to the Dying," and 
"Seniors' Ministry as an Outreach." The 
"Friendly Visitor's Handbook" chapter 
is an invaluable aid to pastors and lay 
visitors alike. Topics in this chapter 
include how to initiate a visit; techniques 
to aid communication; how to relate to 
the hard-of-hearing, the blind and the 
mentally frail; and how to visit in a long-
term care facility or hospital. 
The biblical and practical mandate for 
a ministry to the elderly outlined in the 
first chapter sets the tone for the manual. 
The spiritual emphasis and the principle 
of empowering older adults (even the 
frail) are woven throughout the chapters. 
Written in a clear, easy-to-read style 
with charts, diagrams and forms, it is well 
organized by the author, Norma Rudy, of 
Kitchener, Ontario. She is a graduate of 
the University of Western Ontario, a for-
mer teacher, and someone who has 
worked with the elderly both in a church-
sponsored continuum of care retirement 
facility and in the community. 
The book may be ordered by sending 
a check for $49.50 (Canadian) plus $6.00 
for mailing to Seniors' Ministry Com-
mittee, Canadian Conference Brethren in 
Christ Church, 2619 Niagara Parkway, 
R.R. 1, Fort Erie, Ontario, Canada, L2A 
5M4, Phone (416) 871-9991, Fax (416) 
871-6331. 
Money Matters... 
continued from page 25 
hardworking foreman, but he saved 
money by cutting corners. One morn-
ing the builder got him involved in the 
plans for a house and this foreman got 
his crew started. He saved money on 
the quality of the cement for the pad it 
was built on, on the lower grade of 
wood for the framing—the kind with 
lots of knots, cheaper roof shingles, 
discontinued lines of aluminum drain 
spouts and soffit, bottom of the line 
hardware and fixtures. In a few months 
the house was done and it looked pret-
ty good, but the foreman knew what 
had gone into it. Then the builder met 
with him and said, "I'm giving this 
house to you!" 
That principle is a part of God's 
mathematics as the last part of verse 
38 tells us, "With the measure you use, 
it will be measured to you." It never 
was the amount you give, but the will-
ing heart with which you give it. That's 
why Jesus commends to us the widow 
giving her penny. Having said that, 
when we make as much money as we 
do in America, to give with a willing 
heart is going to mean more than a few 
pennies. I think when we give by faith, 
God gives back not 20 percent more, 
but something that will increase our 
faith. 
In Mere Christianity C.S. Lewis 
wrote, "I do not believe one can settle 
how much we ought to give. I am 
afraid the only safe rule is to give more 
than we can spare. . . . If our charities 
do not at all pinch or hamper us, I 
should say they are too small. There 
ought to be things we should like to 
do and cannot do because our charita-
ble expenditure excludes them." I'm 
going to try harder to give that way. 
What about you? 
Robert B. Ives is senior pastor of the 
Grantham (Pa.) Brethren in Christ Church. 






Messiah College held its 83rd annual 
commencement on Saturday, May 15. Of 
the 492 graduates of the Class of 1993, 
238 received Bachelor of Arts and 254 
received Bachelor of Science degrees. 
Dr. Jaroslav Pelikan was this year's 
commencement speaker. Having received 
his Ph.D. from the University of Chicago 
in 1946, Dr. Pelikan has taught at Yale 
University since 1962 where he is 
presently the Sterling Professor of Histo-
ry. A recipient of numerous awards, 
medals, lectureships, and honorary 
degrees, Dr. Pelikan has written prodi-
giously since his first work, From Luther 
to Kierkegaard, was published in 1950. 
Among his other works are the five-vol-
ume The Christian Tradition, Jesus 
through the Centuries, and The Idea of 
the University—A Reexamination. 
A total of 24 graduates were from the 
Brethren in Christ Church. The following 
comments represent what three of these 
Brethren in Christ graduates had to say 
about their Messiah experience. 
Jeffrey S. Miller: "I enjoyed my time 
here at Messiah very much, and I've 
made many friendships which I'm sure 
will last my entire life. One of my 
favorite and most rewarding experiences 
was the semester I spent studying and 
working in Washington, D.C., at the 
American Studies Program. It's great that 
Messiah students have the opportunity to 
take advantage of so many programs to 
learn in different environments." 
Karen Poe: "Being part of the inter-
national student association has greatly 
opened my eyes and provided me with 
life-lasting friendships. Also, studying a 
semester at the Oregon Extension really 
encouraged my intellectual and emotion-
al growth." 
Myron Stambaugh: "It has been chal-
lenging and rewarding to contribute to a 
growing and strong music program. I'm 
leaving it stronger than when I came. 
That's exciting! Personally and socially I 
was challenged to grow and become 
stronger. I'm a better person for it." 
May 1993 Brethren in Christ 
graduates 
Anthony Kenneth Book, mathematics, 
Mount Joy, Pa. 
Daryl E. Bowman, computer science, 
Lititz, Pa. 
A. Wesley Carr, Jr., engineering, Mid-
dletown, Pa. 
Elizabeth Jean DeBoe, Spanish, 
Dugspur, Va. 
Cynthia F. Garis, Christian education, 
Telford, Pa. 
Carolyn Renee Groff, accounting, 
Gordonville, Pa. 
Renee C. Guistwite, chemistry, 
Carlisle, Pa. 
Jeffrey R. Hapeman, biology, Fleet-
wood, Pa. 
L. Frank Hartman, engineering, Dills-
burg, Pa. 
Kathy S. Keller, home economics edu-
cation, Greencastle, Pa. 
Leron Lee Lehman, Accounting, Eliz-
abethville, Pa. 
Todd Evan McMichael, business ad-
ministration, Lancaster, Pa. 
Michelle Elizabeth McNiven, English, 
Northyork, Ontario, Canada 
Jeffrey Sebastian Miller, political sci-
ence, Grantham, Pa. 
Lita L. Oberholser, computer science, 
Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
Scott Douglas Peifer, Christian min-
istries, Lancaster, Pa. 
Karen Elaine Poe, psychology, Lan-
caster, Pa. 
Karen Lynette Pomeroy, elementary 
education, Dillsburg, Pa. 
Kevin S. Robinson, mathematics, Hol-
lidaysburg, Pa. 
Beth A. Shertzer, accounting, Colum-
bia, Pa. 
continued on the next page 
100,000 Faces 
In early April, the Messiah community had the opportunity to view 
100,000 Faces, a mural depicting the faces of people who represent the num-
ber of lives lost as a result of the Gulf War. Jennifer Lindberg, founder of the 
project, set out to conceptualize the loss of human life through the mural. 
Messiah College Chaplain Eldon Fry commented, "The mural is exten-
sive and could easily fill a small gymnasium." Local members of the Vet-
erans for Peace assisted in setting up the project which was housed in Eisen-
hower Campus Center's Brubaker Auditorium. 
During the four days 100,000 Faces was on campus, students had the 
opportunity to earn chapel credit by viewing the mural and writing a one 
paragraph response, joumaling their thoughts and reactions at seeing this rep-
resentation of the loss suffered during the recent Gulf War. Chaplain Fry 
remarked that he hoped students would give reflective attention to the proj-
ect. "One of the things that happens with war that is halfway around the 
world is that it becomes pretty well dehumanized. We don't think about the 
human factor. The casualties were 'light,' but there were still over 100,000 
people involved." 100,000 Faces gave the Messiah community a powerful 
glimpse at the human loss that results from the atrocities of war. 
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Myron Wesley Stambaugh, music edu-
cation, Winchester, Va. 
Eric L. Steffy, engineering, East 
Petersburg, Pa. 
Kris Steinbrecher, biology, Greenville, 
Ohio 
Nathan E. Stoner, biology, East Ber-
lin, Pa. 
David Andrew Strutt, sport and exer-
cise science, Mississauga, Ont., Canada 
New Vice President of 
Development named 
Barry Goodling, MC '79, has been 
appointed as Messiah's new vice presi-
dent for college development. Mr. 
Goodling returns to his alma mater from 
Wheaton College (Illinois) where he has 
been serving as vice 
president of college 
advancement. Prior to 




mented, "This is an 
exciting time to be 
involved with Messiah College. Students 
and alumni have a tremendous impact for 
Christ around the world. I look forward to 
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working with alumni, friends, and facul-
ty who share a vision to maintain Messi-
ah's leadership in Christian higher edu-
cation." 
College president D. Ray Hostetter 
said, "I am pleased to see Barry return to 
the staff at Messiah, and look forward to 
his leadership at the highest level of the 
college. As Messiah graduates, Barry and 
his wife Bev possess a clear awareness of 
and commitment to the mission of the 
college." 
Mr. Goodling will assume his new 
responsibilities on July 1, 1993. 
Messiah hosts 
"Universitas Forum" 
The Messiah College Long-range Plan 
calls for the school to explore the feasi-
bility of Christian graduate education, 
and as a first step towards this end, it will 
host a "Universitas Forum" on May 25 
and 26. 
Approximately 60 Christian educators 
have been invited to participate in this 
forum. Several Messiah faculty members 
will be participants; all other full-time 
faculty were invited to attend. A number 
of well-known scholars have also agreed 
to be on the program, notably Dr. Ernest 
Boyer (MC '48), president of the Car-
negie Foundation, who will give the 
keynote address on "The Integrative Uni-
versity," and Dr. Nicholas Wolterstorff, 
professor of philosophy at Yale Univer-
sity's Divinity School, who will address 
the topic "Can Scholarship and Christian 
Commitment Mix?" Participating educa-
tors have expressed enthusiasm for pos-
sibilities that may emerge from this con-
ference. Messiah president D. Ray Hos-
tetter stated that he is excited that Mes-
siah College is leading the way in explor-
ing the establishment of a Christian uni-
versity. 
In appreciation for service 
On the evening before commence-
ment, faculty and staff, as well as board 
members and friends, gathered for a tra-
ditional appreciation dinner to honor 
those who have served Messiah College 
in a special way. Of those honored, sev-
eral are from the Brethren in Christ 
Church. Each of the following attend the 
Grantham Church. 
The following celebrated 10 years of 
service at Messiah: 
John Addleman, faculty 
Randall Basinger, faculty 
J. Barry DeRoos, faculty 
Two were honored for completing 30 
years of service: 
Samuel R. Lenhart, staff 
E. Morris Sider, faculty 
Olive Schneider has written this 
novel from 83 years of accumu-
lated wisdom and experience. 
Although the story is set 
in the 1950s, it reflects a 
number of current issues: 
single parenting, evangelism, 
education, aging, health, 
and medical ethics. 
With the help of his friends, 
Alex (the main character) 
grows in wisdom and caring. 
As he opens his life to God's 
will, Alex truly becomes a 
Man With a Patient Heart. 
350 pages $7.95 
Available from your local Christian Light Bookstore, or order 
from Evangel Publishing House, (800) 253-9315. 
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Dear Paul, 
Lately I've been wrestling with ques-
tions about prayer. At first I hesitated to 
write to you about this because your faith 
and prayer life seem so focused and con-
fident. Then I remembered your "thorn in 
the flesh" and how you struggled with 
prayer over that. I know my ideas won't 
shock you. Also, some of the brothers 
and sisters express similar concerns at 
our weekly gatherings. I'd like to share 
your reply with them, too. 
Our questions have been fueled by a 
recent tragedy in our church family. Two 
weeks ago Brother Justus's four-year-old 
daughter was struck by a speeding chari-
ot while playing in the street in front of 
their house. She died within hours. Justus 
and his wife are new believers. Since 
their conversion they pray every day for 
their five children. Of course I don't 
know the exact content of their prayers, 
but I assume they pray for safety and 
health. Now we wonder what effect those 
prayers have. Is the accident evidence 
that God chose not to answer their prayer 
this time? Did he allow this to happen in 
answer to their prayers for a stronger faith 
in the face of difficulty? 
We ponder how to pray for our own 
children. Can our prayers shield them 
from injury, wrong choices, or sin? Our 
deepest desire is that our children grow 
up to be godly men and women. Can we 
pray for that with full assurance that our 
prayers will be answered? 
And then there's Demas, one of my 
co-workers, who fell from his house roof 
over two years ago, seriously injuring his 
back. He has been in constant pain ever 
since. Through various circumstances 
connected with his accident and recovery, 
he has become a believer. Our sovereign 
Lord is in control of all things, able to 
do the impossible. So how should I pray 
for this brother—for complete healing? 
for relief from the pain? for grace to bear 
it? or for God's will to be done, without 
being specific? 
I guess I'm afraid to pray for a miracle 
healing for fear it either isn't God's will 
or won't happen. I don't want to be out of 
the Lord's will by praying for the "wrong 
thing," but non-specific prayers seem like 
a cop-out. Perhaps I need to pray for wis-
dom to know how to pray! 
Demas's condition reminds me of 
your physical problem. You told the 
Corinthians that you prayed three times 
specifically for healing. I know you 
struggled with not having your prayers 
answered as you had hoped. Yet your 
faith grew and your witness seemed even 
stronger and more joyful through that 
experience. Why did you stop praying 
for healing? Did you hear the Lord's 
answer audibly? 
Part of my problem with prayer is that 
talking to God seems abstract. In my 
work, I can see immediate, tangible re-
sults—a direct cause and effect. Prayer is 
much less clear. When something does 
happen for which I prayed (like the time 
I lost and then found an expensive tool), 
I wonder whether it's because I prayed or 
if it would have happened anyway. In the 
case of that tool, very little was at stake. 
But the role of prayer in the life of a child 
or in healing a chronic illness is much 
more significant. I'm only beginning to 
realize how much I have to learn. 
As always I will eagerly wait for your 
reply. We are praying for you and know 
you are doing the same for us. 
On my knees, 
Onesimus 
fyalogut 
The April Visitor shared information 
on the ministries of Ruth Bert and Sheron 
Brunner in urban America, a place of dire 
human suffering and need. The work of 
both of these women is exemplary. I 
found myself reflecting on the needs of 
people in our cities at the same time as I 
was approaching the April 15 deadline 
for income taxes, and it occurred to me 
that there might be a way for virtually all 
of us, right where we are, to participate in 
the healing of our cities. 
In 1993 the American people are pay-
ing $317 billion for military technology 
and training with their income taxes. (If 
this figure is larger than you have seen 
elsewhere for current military spending, it 
is because this figure includes military 
costs which the government hides in 
other parts of the budget, such as the 
Department of Energy budget [nuclear 
weapons], NASA, Coast Guard, CIA, 
FEMA and international security assis-
tance.) An additional $285 billion will go 
for past military costs, including veter-
ans benefits, and interest on the national 
debt, of which 80 percent is estimated to 
be created by military spending. This 
means that military spending constitutes 
53 percent of the federal budget! 
So in effect we spend $602 billion to 
stem the tide of evil and address social 
problems with the blunt tool of violence. 
This state-sanctioned, trained, refined, 
promoted and funded violence is, how-
ever, coming home to roost. Violence is 
becoming the method of choice on the 
individual level as well as the national 
policy level. And so we have urban, and 
rural, and suburban violence. We thought 
we could make nuclear weapons the cen-
terpiece of our program for national secu-
rity without suffering the consequences. 
It can't be done. As Gandhi said after the 
bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the 
consequence for the people of those cities 
is obvious and visible, but the conse-
quence for those who dropped the bombs 
is not immediately apparent. That takes 
time. 
This evokes the thought that we could 
redirect some of our income from buying 
weapons, from researching and develop-
ing new instruments of death and training 
people for war, and give the fruit of our 
labor instead to ministries like Lifeline 
and education for children in our cities. If 
we took the way of the cross at this East-
er season (which significantly coincides 
with tax day every year), the cross would 
lead us to say "yes" to life and "no" to 
death. But that would mean saying "no" 
to the imperial power which collects 
these taxes for death, and unlike Jesus, 
we aren't ready to do that. I guess we 
want to be positive and affirming people, 
not resisters and "nay sayers." 
James Douglass said somewhere that 
the Nazis took the people to the ovens, 
but we take the ovens to the people 
(Hiroshima, Vietnam, Iraq, etc.). Either 
way, paying for the ovens rather than 
paying for healing and wholeness seems 
to fall short of our calling in Christ. 
John K. Stoner 
Akron, Pa. 
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The Bible-the Book: 
"It is the infallible 
Word of God." 
by Harold Chubb 
I could not begin to include all the 
reasons why we need the book—the 
Bible. The purpose of this article is to 
have us reflect on a few areas of life 
and thought, of what the Bible does for 
us. 
"In the beginning God created the 
heavens and earth." The Bible contin-
ues to be the best seller in our world. It 
is written in more languages than any 
other book. Theologians, historians, 
professionals, and many more use the 
Word of God as a reference to docu-
ment their information. 
We Christians believe the Bible, 
with all its history, instruction, wisdom, 
and promises, was written to help us 
understand who God the Father, his son 
Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit are. 
God's Word helps us in this changing 
world to realize the truth and steadfast-
ness of it. When we pray, that is talking 
to God. But when we read God's Word, 
this is God talking to us. It has stood the 
test of time. These are some of the rea-
sons it is important to us. Here in North 
America we have the invasion of East-
ern religions, plus enemies who want to 
ban it and burn it. But the glorious Old 
Book has survived it all. Skeptics have 
tried to condemn it, agnostics cannot 
ignore it, atheists cannot destroy it. Yes, 
today it still is true, "Your word, O 
Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the 
heavens" (Ps. 119:89). 
We are told over 2,500 times in the 
Bible that it is the Word of God. Its 
author is God and salvation is its truth. 
The Bible is sufficient for guiding men 
and women to God through Christ by 
the Holy Spirit. "All Scripture is God-
breathed" (2 Tim. 3:16). 
The Bible is powerful. "For the 
Word of God is living and active. 
30 
Sharper than any double-edged sword, 
it penetrates even to dividing soul and 
spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the 
thoughts and attitudes of the heart" 
(Heb. 4:12). 
The Bible is authority. "Above all, 
you must understand that no prophecy 
of Scripture came about by the 
prophet 's own interpretation. For 
prophecy never had its origin in the will 
of man, but men spoke from God as 
they were carried along by the Holy 
Spirit" (2 Peter 1:20-21). 
The Bible is dependable. "The 
works of his hands are faithful and just; 
all his precepts are trustworthy. They 
are steadfast forever and ever, done in 
faithfulness and uprightness" (Ps. 
111:7-8). 
The Bible is healing. "My son, pay 
attention to what I say; listen closely 
to my words. Do not let them out of 
your sight, keep them within your 
heart; for they are life to those who find 
them and health to a man's whole 
body" (Prov. 4:20-22). 
The Bible is guidance. "When you 
walk, they will guide you; when you 
sleep, they will watch over you; when 
you awake, they will speak to you. For 
these commands are a lamp, this teach-
ing is a light, and the corrections of dis-
cipline are the way to life" (Prov. 6:22-
23). 
These Scriptures endorse our need 
to daily read God's Word, having God 
talk to us. 
Some of the most important words a 
person can utter are, "This I believe." 
When we believe something, we are 
convinced that it is true, that it is valid. 
What we believe will dictate our 
actions, determine our course in life, 
and does affect our conduct, whether 
we are alone or with someone or in a 
group. We are living in an age that 
abandons some essential things alto-
gether too readily and reaches weighty 
conclusions without due consideration. 
The optimist fell ten stories. 
At each window bar 
He shouted to his friends: 
"All right so far!" 
Did it matter that he ignored the fact 
that at the end of the long fall was cer-
tain death? Yes. Within a few seconds 
(unless a miracle happened) his life 
ended because of his action. We are 
instructed that we are responsible for 
our actions and therefore need the 
instruction of the Bible to make respon-
sible decisions and act responsibly. 
Since God is our creator, he has 
given us the Bible for our ongoing spir-
itual development. It is for direction for 
our benefit and for how to live so that 
God will be glorified. The Bible is a 
personal guide: 
1. To help us when we feel afraid, 
angry, hurt, depressed, lonely, embar-
rassed, discouraged, weak, tempted, 
and used. 
2. To share in our need of patience, 
strength, knowledge, comfort, forgive-
ness, safety, peace, direction, love, 
friends, joy, and to forget. 
3. To help us face doubts, misunder-
standings, grief, family troubles, sick-
ness, failure, separation, and heart-
break. 
4. To show us that in Christ we have 
protection, the Holy Spirit, answered 
prayers, blessings, salvation, power, 
happiness, guidance, protection, wis-
dom, purpose, and security. 
Other words could be added, but I 
trust these help us recognize the 
promises and responsibility we have as 
followers of God. He has given his 
written words that will help us accom-
plish his will in our lives. May we cher-
ish the gift of the Holy Bible and 
receive all that God has meant his book 
to provide for our lives. Read, study, 
live the Bible every day so it will be, or 
become, a positive influence in your 
life. "In God, whose word I praise, in 
the Lord, whose word I praise—in God 
I trust" (Ps. 56:10-11 a). 
Harold Chubb is 
Director of Finance 






I thought of Agnes from time to time during the 51-day standoff between federal 
agents and David Koresh's Branch Davidians in Waco, Texas. 
A cousin on my father's side of the family, Agnes grew up in Des Moines, Iowa, 
in what seemed to me (a younger cousin living 25 miles away) to be a warmly spiritu-
al family. Uncle Jesse and Aunt Beth and their four children were active in a funda-
mentalist church in Des Moines. But sometime after she was married and was raising 
a family of her own, Agnes became enamored with the teaching of a local preacher who 
stressed the need to break ties with one's parents as a crucial sign of devotion to God 
(and to the preacher?). 
So Agnes broke off all contact with her family. In fact, Aunt Beth, who by that time 
was widowed, was unable to retrieve personal belongings which she had stored tem-
porarily in Agnes and Harold's garage. Occasionally one of the family would see 
Agnes around town, but while there might be a flicker of recognition, Agnes would 
avoid any conversation. Family reunions, weddings, funerals—Agnes did not (and 
still does not) come. 
Agnes is still living in Iowa; the group she joined is not the Branch Davidians. But 
that Waco compound was home to some 85 "Agneses" and "Harolds"— plus their chil-
dren—whose extended families must have been devastated by the tragedy played out 
every night for seven weeks on the evening news. I remember the sorrow my Aunt Beth 
felt in being rejected by a daughter; I cannot fathom the pain one must feel in knowing 
a son, daughter, or grandchild died as a follower of David Koresh. 
As the year 2000 nears, we can expect more extremist groups to surface, promot-
ing radical apocalyptic views. The negative publicity such groups engender may 
become one more barrier to faith, a tool Satan uses to keep persons from seriously con-
sidering the claims of Christ and accepting Jesus as Lord. In the lead article in this issue, 
Rick Mailloux examines several key ways in which many cults differ from orthodox 
Christianity, and offers seven questions which will help to determine whether a teach-
ing or experience truly is from God. 
David Koresh, of course, was not the first person to stake a false claim to messiah-
ship. On page six, Charles Ludwig tells the story of a magnetic personality who led his 
armed supporters against the establishment. The date: 132 A.D.; the "messiah," Sime-
on of Cozeba; the result—well, you can read the article and find out. And in the next 
article, Chuck Colson argues that recovery of our moral code—based on religious 
truth—is the only way our society can survive. 
Pontius' 
Puddle 
Bulletins and newsletters 
reprinting "Pontius Puddle" 
must pay $10 for each use to 
Joel Kauffman, 111 Carter 
Road, Goshen, IN 46526. 
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True 
Security 
To him who is able to 
keep you from falling 
and to present you 
before his glorious 
presence without 
fault and with 
great joy—to the 
only God our Savior 
be glory, majesty, 
power and authority, 
through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, before all 





Grantham, PA 17827 
USA 
cm ww-ww— 'ude 24-25 
32 Evangelical Visitor 
